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EDITORIAL 


Of Gravest Moment 


The meeting of the eighty-eighth General As- 
sembly, convening in Atlanta on May 27th, may 
prove a momentous one. 


The world and Christian civilization as we are 
wont to term it, are face to face with problems 
potentially so dangerous that their very existence 
is at stake. The confusion of leadership and 
the conflicting ideologies only make the situation 
more grave. 


Nor is confusion and uncertainty found in the 
political and economic world only. The Church 
also faces problems from without and from within. 


Our own Church is gravely affected. The desire 
for ecumenicity, the urge to secure power through 
ecclesiastical and organizational affiliations is 
strong. Some, avowing adherence to evangelical 
doctrines still seem to look on these as of sec- 
ondary importance compared with the goal of an 


. ecumenical church. 


On the other hand, some seem satisfied with 
the status quo, whatever that may happen to be. 
But, there is a very strong group who desire 


- social and other reforms but who are convinced 


that such changes must be brought about by a 


spiritual awakening and revival, and that this 
can only come by a return to doctrinal preach- 
ing and the strong fiber of Christian character 
produced in that and in no other way. 


To this group there must be strong roots to 
produce good fruit, there must be personal re- 
demption before there can be political and moral 
reformation. Those who strongly and _ openly 
espouse this cause may do so at great cost, both 
personally and also ecclesiastically, but they be- 
lieve that their position is backed by the Scrip- 
tures, the Standards of our Church and the 
lessons of Church history. 


There is little question but that those dedicated 
to an inclusive policy feel that the needs of our 
time dictate such a course. In committing their 
programme to social, racial, economic and po- 
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litical reform they feel that in this way the in- 


fluence of the Church can best be felt for right-— 


eousness. 


The General Assembly will convene with com- 
missioners presnt who are definitely aligned with 
one or the other of these viewpoints, and also 
who may not have 
given these problems much thought. 


| Certainly the desire of all should be that hu- 
tan prejudices and misconceptions may be swept 
aside and that the Holy Spirit may have control 
of the meeting. Those of us who claim the name 
“evangelical” can well use some of the social 
eal of our “liberal’’ brethren. We believe too 
that the “liberals” need a very large dose of the 
old time religion, so well represented in the teach- 
ing of the soul winners of past generations. 


If we honestly want revival in our Church may 
God grant the blessing of starting it in our Gen- 
eral Assembly! —L.N.B. 


Co-operation 


Co-operation is a desirable aim in Christian 
work, but, when co-operation is made an end in 
itself it can and does lead into serious difficul- 
ties. 


The statement or implication that there is a 
group in our Church opposed to Christian co- 
operation is not borne out by the facts. 


The writer happens to be associated with a half 
dozen different interdenominational groups which 
are aggressively active in promoting Christian 
work. One of these groups is composed entirely 
of members of the Northern and Southerg Pres- 
byterian Churches and has as its Chairmag a for- 
mer Moderator of the Northern Church. 


Here there is deep and hearty co-operation! 
Why? Because this entire group is committed 
to evangelical Christianity, placing faith in, and 
teaching of, the entire Bible as the Word of God, 
as a work of paramount importance. 


Co-operation is easy and expedient where the 
basis of that cooperation is found in those doc- 
trines of the Church which. have been eternally 
established in the counsels of God as revealed in 
His Word. | 
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Co-operation is easy with a Baptist, a Method- 
ist, an Episcopalian or,any | other individual, or 
roup, Which is loyal to the doctrines of historic 
Christianity. 


But, when co-operation itself becomes a doc- 
trine, and when that new doctrine becomes more 
vital to its holders than some of the essential doc- 
trines of Christianity, the time has come to call 
4 halt and see just what Christianity is. 


It is our firm conviction that co-operation which 
ean only be obtained at the expense of a com- 
promise is not only undesirable, it is positively 
detrimental to the Christian cause. 


The argument is advanced that we have no right 
to demand that other men believe exactly as we 
do. Of course we have no such right, and, as long 
as our own creed is a set of personal ideas and 
beliefs we would be bigoted indeed to demand that 
others follow us. 


On the other hand, Christianity is not of hu- 
man origin, nor are her doctrines man-made, nor 
are they outlined in a human book. The authority 
of the Christian and his faith is found in a divine 
revelation, the Word of God itself. On many mat- 
ters the Christian may differ from his fellow. He 
may firmly believe in immersion or in sprinkling. 
He may believe in the premillennial return of our 
Lord, or in His return with immediate and’ final 
judgment. He may differ strongly from his broth- 
er as to the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. 
He may vary in a great many ways from the per- 
sonal beliefs of other Christian men; but in none 
of these has he, or those who differ with him, 
compromised one iota on the essential facts of 
Christianity. 


That is why the history of our own Church is 
oe of hearty co-operation with other Christian 
groups in a multitude of activities designed to 
further the cause of Christ. 


But, in our time, the importance of Christian 


doctrine has been minimized until a man_can 
deny the complete trustworthiness of the Bible 
and the doctrines it so plainly teaches and yet 
be considered worthy of all confidence and co- 
operation. 


This looseness of belief, and willingness to en- 
gage in a policy of inclusiveness, has already 
done incalculable harm to the cause of Christianity 
and to Protestantism as a whole. — 


We deplore the world situation and look at the 
future with dismay in our hearts. We use this as 
an excuse to effect an external unity and de- 
velop a great Church organization thinking there- 
by to make an impact on-a distraught and pagan 
— This philosophy is short-sighted in the ex- 

eme. 


God has never corrected the ills of the world by 


th methods now contemplated by some. God’s 


bower is not released by any man-made device. 


He is not limited by human powers, nor is he 
aided by them. 


Not since Luther nailed his thesis on the door 
0f the Castle Church in Wittenberg has there 
been a greater need than now for a reaffirmma- 
tion of the finality and absolute necessity of cer- 
tain Christian truths. The world needs to be told 
that her trouble is sin rotting and festering in 


the hearts of men. The world needs to be told — 
that in the blood of Jesus Christ alone is there 
remission. Is there one large co-operative Church 
organization today which will so publicly affirm? 
No, there is not. The depravity of man, the ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of sin, and his absolutely lost 
state outside of faith in Jesus Christ are not 
stressed, nor is the atoning blood of our Lord 
offered as man’s only hope. 


Co-operation is desirable but we again repeat 
that co-operation is not an end in itself. When | 
first things are put first co-operation is easy, 
otherwise it is a tragic mistake. —L.N.B. 


We Are Not Alone 


Those in our Church who oppose union, with 
the Northern Presbyterian Church under existing 
circumstances have ample reasons for this oppo- 
sition. 


Just recently an outstanding Northern Presby- 
terian minister, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of his city, made the following observa- 
tion,—“‘As much as I would welcome the con- 
servatives of the Southern Church I most heartily — 
agree with their opposition to this merger. Their 
group will be lost in a gigantic machine and 
their present witness smothered in the process.” 


Exactly this same observation was made last 
winter by another of the outstanding ministers 
in the Northern Church. In fact, this Journal 
has received a number of letters from men in 
that Church commending our position and stating 
that in union we have nothing to gain and every- 
thing to lose. 


These men continue in that Church because their 
ministry and witness is there, but they recognize 
that present plans for union do not further evan- 
gelican Christianity, nor do they solve existing 
difficulties. —L.N.B. 


Or Else! 


Sin must not be glossed over. 


No Christian has done his work faithfully until 
he has brought those under his ministry face to 
face with their own sins. 


In His dealings with the woman at the well 
in Samaria our Lord has given us an example of 
the absolute necessity of recognizing the sin in 
our own hearts before we can partake of the 
living water. 


Sin is not a popular subject. A minister (not in 
our Church) recently stated that he was unwilling 
for his little girl to hear teaching in Sunday 
School which included the fact of sin in the hu- 
—_ heart and the need of cleansing by the 

avior. 


Others may be less outspoken, but the fact that 
so little is said about personal sin and the wick- 
edness of the unregenerate human heart leads to 
the inevitable conclusion that the doctrine of total 
depravity is little believed. 


And yet, if the Gospel is true, sin, its guilt and 
its consequences, must be preached and empha- 
sized until all hearing the message know of their 
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‘need of cleansing and forgiveness and that this 
is found only in Christ. 


Too much of our emphasis has been focused 
on the consequences of sin. Too often we are 
trying to escape the penalty rather than the evil 
which justifies the penalty. 


A physician who uses palliative measures only 
is a poor doctor. The relief of pain and allaying 
of a fever are a rightful and welcome part of 
the ministry of healing but a good doctor looks 
for the cause of the symptoms and seeks to 
ee the cause. Shall Christian workers do 
ess? 


We hear much of the corporate sins of society 
but, broken down to their final analysis these are 
a to reside in the hearts and lives of the indi- 
vidual. 


As our Lord pointed to the festering sore in 
the heart of the woman of Samaria; as the divine 
finger of our Savior wrote in the sand and brought 
conviction to the hypocritical Pharisees, so this 
same Jesus would convict us today and then bring 
us to faith in His atoning work. 


We are constrained to say that any message or 
program which denies or belittles the absolute 
necessity of repentance from personal sins is a 
message or a program which is worse than futile, 
it is fatal. A lighthouse with light extinguished 
is a menace to shipping. A message which ignores 
sin is a menace to the souls of men. 


One of the most devastating statements our 
Lord ever made was this, “I am not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance.’”’ May 
our Church again and again hear the soul-saving 
cry, “God be merciful to me a sinner!”’’ 


Unless she does she has failed in her ministry. 
—L.N.B. 


Fraternal Greetings 


The General Assembly for many years has found 
its calendar badly crowded for sufficient time to 
afford adequate consideration of the many mat- 
ters of importance which come before it. . 


At each Assembly there is one or more rep- 
resentatives from other ecclesiastical bodies who 
has been sent to extend ‘Fraternal Greetings” to 
our church in a friendly message of Christian 
brotherhood and good will. We have always found 
these interesting and feel that they are both de- 
sirable and worth while. 


On some occasions, however, these “greetings’’ 
have been of considerable length, and on other 
occasions, our own Commissioners have felt that 
certain of these visiting brethren, in truth or in 
effect, have been ‘“imported’”’ as special speakers 
on behalf of one side or the other of some matter 
scheduled for earnest debate in the Assembly itself. 
In such cases, and especially where the visiting 
speaker was “without limitation” as to the de- 
livery of his remarks, and the Commissioners were 
to debate under strict “time limitation,’ an un- 
fortunate atmosphere has been engendered which 
provoked neither “brotherhood” nor “good will.” 


We do not condemn those who have felt that 
the privilege of “fraternal greetings’? had been 
abused, but we do feel that such instances are, 
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to say the least, most unfortunate. 


In the case of the coming Assembly, this write 
neither knows what, if any, ecclesiastical bodi, 
or agencies comtemplate sending “fraternal del. 
gates’’ to the Assembly, nor has he any idea what. 
ever as to who these delegates may be. The sy. 
gestion here made consequently without 
prejudice, nor in any sense “personal’’ concerning 
the person bringing such fraternal greetings. |p 
fact, it is his sincere wish and desire that the 
Bearers of such greetings be received with 4] 
graciousness which conditions permit. 


In view of the crowded calendar of our As 
semblies, and at the same time, without personal 
affront to any who might abuse the courtesy ex. 
tended, or the giving of just cause of criticism 
by our Commissioners that they are _ restricted 
| important matters, while “out 
siders” are given “unlimited speaking privileges,” 
it is here suggested that the Assembly adopt a 
“Standing Rule’”’ that delegates bearing ‘‘fraternal 
greetings” be allotted a standard time of ten min. 
utes, unless that time is extended by “unanimous 
consent” of the Assembly. ae 


It would seem to us that such a rule would, (1) 
allow adequate time for the bearing of such greet. 


ings in any normal case; (2) it will afford no just F 


ground for the criticism above referred to, and 
(3) it will conserve the time of the Assembly 
for the more careful consideration of its ow 
important agenda. —T.G. 


Protestants Must 
Co-operate 


On the cover page of the current issue of The 
Outlook—under the caption ‘Protestants Must 
Co-operate’’—is quoted a paragraph from the re- 
port of our Christian Relations Committee. We 
here quote therefrom:—“From the beginning of 
the Reformation until now, Protestanism has su 
fered from its divisions. It is one of the chi 
arguments which the Roman Catholic Church uses 
now to discredit our faith. It is one. of the main 
reasons why so many men of good will discount 
Protestanism for the future. It is a basic cause 
for our lack of effective strategy, our inexcusable 
waste of funds, and our political impotency. * * *” 


We ask permission to ask some questions! If 
“From the beginning of the Reformation until 
now, Protestanism has suffered from its divisions’ 
how do we explain that “from the beginning of 
the Reformation’? Protestanism has grown, and 
Grown, and GROWN! The Record would indicate 
that this statement of detriment ‘“suffered’’ be 
cause of “divisions” is neither accurate nor true. 
We submit that its author is mistaken! 


The quotation also declares that “It is one of the 
chief arguments which the Roman Catholic Church 
uses now to discredit our faith.’”’ The fact that 
this argument is used, in no way establishes its 
accuracy! On the other hand we believe we are 
more reliabably informed that THE Chief Argv- 
ment of the Roman Church which IS seriously 
disrupting the ranks of Protestanism is the dis 
tressing fact that the so called ‘Protestant 
Scholars” are increasingly declaring their lack of 
belief in a wholly inspired Bible and hence are 
fast losing the final authority for its historic 


message of “Thus saith the Lord’! We would 
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earnestly inquire why is it that Romanism has 
made its greatest and alarming gains at a time 
when the Federal Council is at the height of its 
greatest numerical membership and has at its dis- 
posal its greatest fiscal budget of over $700,- 
900.00? The fact that Romanism HAS made its 
greatest gains in this land while the Council was 
and IS at its greatest membership and power 
cannot be challenged. Our sincere question is— 


why? 


Again, is not the “basic cause for our lack of 
efficient strategy ‘‘not a shortage of formal “‘co- 
operation” BUT our departure from a simple 
Gospel message to a lost world? Is it an “inex- 
cusable waste of funds” to support different de- 


nominations which more accurately emphasize — 


the beliefs which we severally hold dear, when 
under these separate declarations of our basic 
and common Faith, Protestanism has grown and 
Grown and GROWN? And lastly, what on earth 
is meant by the term—‘“our POLITICAL impo- 
tency’? Our Confession of Faith states very simply 
and very clearly that the Church is a Spiritual 
body ONLY—wholly separate and distinct from 
our civil POLITICAL governments. Is this Con- 
fessional Statement not only out-moded but with- 
out reason or meaning? If so, why do not those 


'who would seek POLITICAL potency suggest that 
' we amend rather than that we ignore our solemn 


Confessional declaration? 


We are sorry, Gentlemen, we do not believe the 
Record will sustain that the rejuvenation of the 
Church or the needs of Society will find their 


cure outside of a genuine return to a simple 


Gospel—earnestly believed; simply declared with 
convincing power; and setting forth again a blood- 
stained Cross—an actually LOST Sinner—and a 
Glorious Saviour! ‘‘Man’’-conceived and ‘“Man’’- 
led organs of so called ‘‘Co-operation” won’t do! 
Let’s go back and try again a whole Gospel and the 
Old Gospel for a LOST world! —T. G. 


= 


“Can Presbyterians 


Unite?” 


An interesting paragraph appears in the cur- 
rent issue of the Outlook under the above cap- 
tion or title. The fact that this paragraph was 
taken from the diary of the Moderator of the 
Northern Assembly makes the paragraph the more 
interesting. 


The Moderator had been asked, ‘Can Presby- 
terians Unite?’? His reply was both true and, 
we feel, splendid. ‘“‘Certainly, if they will get close 
enough to the Cross, Union will be almost auto- 
matic.”” We wish the Moderator had stopped here! 
Such a reply causes the heart to glow in the simple 
grandeur of the answer. 


When, however, the Moderator goes on to refer 
to the doubtful luxury of letting “little differences 
divide us,” our hearts fall. Many in the Southern 


church very sincerely wish that, with honesty, we © 


could feel that those differences which do divide 
us were in truth “little differences’?! We in no way 
question the complete honesty of the Moderator 
when he declares them, in his judgment, “little dif- 
ficulties.” In fact, a full belief in the sincerity 
of his statement makes our distress the more 
genuine and concerned! 
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More than 1,200 of the ministers of that As- 
sembly signed the Auburn Affirmation. This Af- 
firmation specifically declared such vital matters 
as, (1) The Virgin Birth; (2) Vicarious Atone- 
ment; (3) the reality of the miracles related in 
the Scripture; (4) the physical resurrection of 
Jesus Christ; and (5) his personal Second Com- 
ing these vital doctrines of the Protestant belief 
and of our own Confession of Faith are declared 
NOT to be “essential Doctrines” nor need min- 
isters concur that they are “essential beliefs” in. 
order to be worthy of ordination!! With sorrow, 
we must reply, “These, sir, we cannot declare 
“little differences,” and, when your Assembly has 
more than once refused to even rebuke these sign- 
ers—again we are compelled, in honesty, to say, 
“This, too, we feel is no “‘little difference!” 


Or, in the Korean mission field, when the Japa- 
nese declared that the children attending your 
schools and our schools must also attend and 
worship at the Shinto Shrines—we closed our 
schools rather than have the children of our Mission 
participate in this heathen ceremony. You au- 
thorized that your pupils should obey the Japa- 
nese edict. We cannot consider the basic principle 
here involved a “little difference.” 


Sir, you are the Moderator of a great church. 
We wish you God speed! We have neither a sense 
nor attitude of “holier than thou.’”’ We just cannot 
agree that these and many matters and incidents, 
which space here forbids setting forth, are only 
“little differences.’’ In sincerity we cannot but 
feel that these are differences of such magnitude 
that the work of Bringing the Kingdom, which we 
both seek and desire, will be advanced the more 
by co-operating together, as in the past, while we 
go our several ways, as seems wisest and best, in 
our respective judgment. There can be no peace 
in a Union which is not fervent and real on such 
matters which so many of us feel are both cardi- 
nal and essential. Surely the needed unity on 
these vital matters is not yet present. We regret 
to feel that at this time such unity is not even in 
sight. When, as you say, we are come “Close 
enough to the Cross,” union will be “automatic.” 


_ For peace in our several churches and for fra- 
ternity in our contacts and co-operation, we would 
urge that all present plans for organic union be 
have so wisely sug- 
gested—both of us, with deep sincerity and re- 
newed earnestness, seek, in humility and truth, to 
get closer to the Cross of our common Saviour. 
When we, in deed and in truth—both of us—do 
get close enough, we will, as you well say, “auto- 
matically unite’! To continue to force union now 


would seem to postpone unity indefinitely.—T.G. 


Charity? 


O Tempora! O Mores! Have we come to this! 
An Editorial, Sir, appeared in the pages of our 
Sister Church Paper—“The Outlook’’—actually 
lamenting “The uncharitable charges against our 
sister denominations and their honored leaders’’ 
and “harsh attacks upon the honor and integrity 
of the splendid Christian Leaders of our time’’! 


Who branded earnest men as “Wedge Drivers” 
when they opposed its editorial policy and declara- 
tions!—The Outlook! Who accuses its sincere op- 
position which consistently has held before our 
Church that Church’s Confession of Faith and 
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declared standards as being those sowing the 
seeds of internal division throughout the Church’? 
—The Outlook! Who accuses these same faithful 
Ministers and Elders as endeavoring to create ‘a 
church holding itself in Pharisaic aloofness even 
from other Protestant and Reformed Churches’? 
—The Outlook! Who identifies these same hon- 
ored Ministers and Elders who oppose its seeming 
omniscient wisdom with the Pharisee of old: “I 
thank Thee I am not as other men?’’—The Out- 
look! Who classifies all major opponents of the 
Federal Copuncil as (1) ‘“‘Communists,’”’ (2) ‘‘Ro- 
man Catholic Hierarchy,” (8) “The Christian 
Beacon’; or (4) “reactionary anti-labor indus- 
trialists’”’?—-The Outlook! ‘‘And so on far into the 
night’’! 


When Dr. Fosdick publicly repudiates the Virgin 
Birth; when Bishop Oxnam publicly denounces 
the God of the Old Testament as a “dirty bully’’; 
when Dr. Coffin publicly repudiates the historic 
position of Inspiration—is it a “harsh attack’”’ to 
cite these public utterances freely made by these 
gentlemen? We wish the Outlook would be more 


specific in its charges. Public ‘“‘general smears’ 


are difficult to answer and so unfair that we feel 
they ill become a Christian publication. 


Again, the Auburn Affirmation has never been 


repudiated by our “sister denomination” to the 


north but its “honored leaders,” signers of that 
Affirmation, have been elevated to its highest 
positions of honor! We would not here again cite 
distressing and unchallenged declarations of Presi- 
dents or officials of the Federal Council which 
have startled and shocked Christians everywhere 
with their far departure from historic Protestan- 
ism. Our concern here is simply to declare our 
startled amazement that The Outlook—-yes, that’s 
right, THE OUTLOOK(!) in its lead-Editorial of 
May 17th should declare its grave concern re- 
garding ‘‘Uncharitable Charges” and “harsh at- 
tacks’?! Me thinks there is an interesting story by 
a preat ther in an old Book about “motes” 
and ‘“‘be —T.G. 


ams’’ 


Freedom Of Assembly 


“Take from us the liberty of assemblies, and 
(you) take from us the Gospel” said John Knox. 
“If the liberty of the Church must depend upon 
her (the Queen’s) allowance or disallowance, we 
shall want not only assemblies, but the preaching 
of the Gospel.” 


Thus the Reformer waged a good fight against 
the domination of Queen Mary over the Kirk. 
The result was the establishment of the Reformed 
Faith in the covenanted Nation of Scotland. 


There is no Mary Queen of Scots threatening 
our liberty of assembly. But when we limit our 
debate on great issues that vitally concern the 
life of the Church and the Faith of the Son of 
God we are likewise jeopardizing the Gospel. Is 
it proper to allow one, two, or three fraternal 
delegates representing the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, or the Federal Council to take as much 
time as they see fit to address our General As- 
smbly and then limit the speeches of commission- 
ers sent by their respective presbyteries to de- 
liberate on these matters to five minutes each? 
Often these fraternal speeches are propaganda for 
union with the USA Church and for membership 
in the Federal Council—propaganda that is the 


more adroit and the more effective just becayy 
it is presented indirectly. 


The presbyteries collect the tax that suppor, 
the courts of the Church. It would seem that the, 
commissioners ought to be given more time tha 
those representatives who are merely there }y 
courtesy. We have no objection to speeches }y 
brethren representing such bodies as we mentionej 
provided that the true nature of their speech 
be recognized and a corresponding additional 
amount of time be given to the opposition if an 
when these issues come up, and provided time }p 
not unduly limited to the commissioners sent by 
the presbyteries. We have no speeches that nee 
to be gotten off at this Assembly. But we hop 
to be able to close it with the sense that we e. 
joyed the freedom of assembly. —Wnm.C.R. 


= 


“Ain’t Nature Grand?” 


When the last General Assembly met, the Out. 
look, in an earnest editorial, and the able author 
of, “‘Talks on Timely Topics,” of another church 
paper came out with able and forceful article 
to the effect: (1) that reference of the Federal 
Council issue to the Presbyteries was improper; 
(2) that the Commissioners to the next Assembly 
would in no way be bound thereby; (3) that 
each Assembly was “sovereign” and not bound by 
either the Presbyteries or a previous Assembly; 
etc. etc. etc! That was back before the Presby- 
teries had acted! But Now!!! With a majority of 
Presbyteries on their side! Boy, Oh Boy, what in. 
portance and finality the Outlook declares this 
action to be—final and decided, once and for all! 
Can you imagine? Its editor now presumes to 
suggest that both Union and the Federal Council 
issues may well be decided and voted on at the 
coming Assembly without debate! 


How folks do change—how folks DO change!! 
Ho, Hum—“Ain’t nature grand?”’!! 
—T.G. 


= 


Little Beginnings 


At no point do we betray our human modes of 
thought more quickly than at the point of start- 
ing some new enterprise. We want a big begit- 
ning and immediate success. 


But God evidently likes little beginnings. There 
was the mustard seed of Jesus’ parable, the small- 
est of all seeds. Its commencement was hidden in 
the ground. Growth was inconspicuous and slow. 
Only after some time did it become .an enormous 
shrub or tree. 


Abram, when first told of a posterity as numert- 
ous as the shining stars and the myriad sands, 
probably assumed that he would have a very large 
family. He would leave behind many stalwart sons. 
But there was only one son of promise and he 
did not come until 25 years after the promise 
was first given. Not even in the next generation 
was there a prolific reproduction. Isaac had twin 
boys, Esau and Jacob. After Jacob came the 
great increase. 3 


So it is in Christian work. We will be great 
soul-winners. We will have tremendous revivals. 
We will develop mammoth Sunday Schools. We 
will establish a record number of outposts. Thus 


“we dream. 
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But usually God is concerned that we become 
soul-winners by doing a good job with one. He 
promises to give life for death when a Christian 
takes one backslider into his prayers for revival. 
He blesses when we get down-to-earth enough to 
pick up one family on the way to Sunday School. 
He smiles with favor upon a single outpost where 
years of prayers, tears and hard work result in a 
sturdy little chapel or church. 

A good prayer for most of us is: “O Lord 
God, help me to be satisfied with little begin- 
nings, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.” —C.N.W., III. 


For Such A Time 
As 
(Reprint from Oct. 15, 1947, issue.) 


The September 29th issue of “The Presbyterian 
Outlook” carries an impressive array of statements 
from various church leaders expressing their ap- 
proval of our Church’s continuation in the Federal 


Council. 


These men are known and honored in the Church 
and most of them are warm personal friends of 
the writer. For that reason it seems presumptuous 
to characterize many of these statements as not 
meeting the issue at point. And yet, that is the 
case. 


The issue is not whether we need a co-operative 
organization to speak for Protestant Christianity 
in these days. Such an organization is both de- 
sirable and desperately needed. Those who oppose 
the Federal Council are not religious isolationists, 
nor are they any less concerned about the chaos 
of the present world. 


This issue before the Church is whether the 
Federal Council, judged entirely by its official 


actions, the writings and activities of its secre-. 


tariat, and the public statements of its leadership, 
is, as now constituted and functioning, the voice 
through which the Southern Presbyterian Church 
wishes to speak to the world. — : : 


To a great many in our Church the answer is, 
No! Furthermore, this rejection of the Federal 
Council’s voice is based on facts, not prejudice. 


A. We distrust an organization which consis- 
tently elects to its presidency men whose extremely 
radical theological position is proven by their writ- 
ings and public utterances. 


B. We distrust an organization which by obser- 
vation is shown to have a long range economic 


plan which is largely identical with that of so- 


cialism. Bishop Oxnam, President of the Federal 
Council last year, in his book, ‘‘Preaching In A 
Revolutionary Age,”’ attacks the capitalistic system 
as follows: “It is a matter of a system whose or- 


ganizing principles are unjust, whose fundamental | 
elements—such as production, distribution, and | 


consumption—are at war with each other and 
therefore result in inefficiency.”’ Page 78. 


C. We distrust an organization which, speaking 
for the Church, appears before governmental agen- 
cies on behalf of legislation; legislation the wis- 
—_ of which is questioned by many true Chris- 

ans. 


D. We distrust an organization which for years 
used its influence and the name of the Church to 
discourage national preparedness and which now 
denies those activities, although they are absolutely 
proved by their own official reports. 


E. We distrust an organization which seeks 
solve the difficult race problem by declaring segre 
gation un-Christian and which advocates a non 
segregated society. 


American business men recognize the need for, 
and willingly participate in, the nation-wide Amer- 
ican Chamber of Commerce. That organization 
speaks for the American business man and they 
regard it as an agency worthy of their support. 


But, let us suppose that the leadership of that 
organization got into the hands of men whose con- 
ception of business principles were unsound and 
who using the name of American business, pro- 
moted policies considered inimicable to its best in- 
terests. How long would they be permitted to speak 
for business? Only long enough for the constituent 
membership to meet and effect a change. 


The question before our Church is this: Does the 
Federal Council, in its present set-up and activi- 
ties, accurately represent the Southern Presbyte- 
rian Church? If so we should continue in our pre- 
sent relationship. | 
~ But, if it can be proven—and we think it can 
beyond the shadow of a doubt—that the Federal 
Council in its leadership, its long range policies, 
and many of its present activities, does not repre- 
sent the position of our Church and that of historic 
evangelical Christianity, then we should withdraw. 


Within the Church today there is a desperate 
need for a restatement of clear-cut evangelical 
Christianity. A statement which restores the super- 
natural to its rightful place. A statement which 
restores the authority of the entire Word of God 
to its rightful position. A statement which places 
power in the Holy Spirit and not in man. A state- 
ment which unequivocally places the atoning sacri- 
fice of our risen Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ at 
the heart of all Christian activity. 


God has given our Church such an opportunity 
today. This thing is not being done in a corner. 
Withdrawal from the Federal Council should not 
be a negative action. Coupled with that withdrawal 
there should be linked a reaffirmation of the great 


doctrines of Christianity and a clarion call to men 


everywhere to join in a crusade for righteousness 
based on the One who alone can make men 
righteous. 


Too long we have operated on the principle that 
numbers mean victory. Too long we have trusted 
in the might and influence of organization. Too 
long we have followed the delusion that a diluted 
and compromised Christianity can evangelize or 
change the world. Too often we have followed per- 
sonalities rather than principles. 


In taking this stand our Church can be used, as 
God used Gideon’s little band centuries ago—God 
give us the grace to use this opportunity, and to 
use it for His glory. 


“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spiri 
saith the Lord of Hosts.”’ LNB. 
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A Matter Of Record 


(Reprint from Nov. 1, 1947, issue.) 


Those in the Church who are studying the ac- 
tivities of the Federal Council and our relation- 
ship to the Council will be wise to ponder the dis- 
quieting effect our membership in the Church has 
had on the life of our Church. 

A study of the Minutes of our General Assembly 
reveal these interesting facts: : 


1931: Ten overtures to get out of Federal Coun- 
cil. Minority report to get out adopted by vote of 
175 to 79. 


1932: Nine overtures to reconsider rejoining 
Federal Council. Seven overtures to affirm 1931 
action. Action of the Assembly was that we do not 
re-enter, by vote 198 to 68. 


1933: One overture to rejoin Federal Council. 
Two overtures to reconsider. In line with Overture 
No. 36 an Ad Interim Committee was appointed 
to study Federal Council. 


1934: Four overtures to rejoin Federal Council. 
Five overtures to stay out. The Foreign Relations 
Committee recommended 13 to 7 to re-enter Fed- 
eral Council. The Assembly declined to re-enter b 
vote 170 to 79. 


1935: No overtures. Dr. S. M. Cavert, General 
Secretary of Federal Council, addressed the As- 
sembly by invitation. 


1936: No overtures. The General Assembly ex- 
changed greetings with Federal Council. 


1937: Four overtures to rejoin Federal Coun- 
cil. Two overtures to stay out. Presbyteries were 
requested to advise next General Assembly on 
Federal Council. 


1938: No overtures. Presbyteries vote 48 “no” 
to rejoining Federal Council, 38 “‘yes” to rejoining 
Federal Council, 2 not voting. 


1939: No reference to Federal Council. 


1940: One overture to rejoin Federal Council. 
Overture answered in negative. 


1941: Two overtures to rejoin Federal Council. 
Dr. Cavert presented invitation to rejoin Federal 
Council, aided by Dr. Weigle, President of the 
Federal Council. Foreign Relations Committee 
recommended re-entry into Federal Council. Rec- 
ommendation of the Committee was accepted as a 
— No special vote on Federal Council was 
taken. 


1942: One overture approving our re-joining 
Federal Council. Seven overtures to withdraw from 
Federal Council. All overtures to withdraw answer- 
ed in negative. 


1943: Four overtures to withdraw from Federal 
Council. General Assembly promised to submit to 
Presbyteries at close of War. 


1944: Three overtures to reconsider re-joining 
Federal Council. Four overtures to withdraw. Gen- 
eral Assembly promised to submit to Presbyteries 
at close of War. (Report of Federal Council to 
General Assembly, Pages 192 through 195). 


1945: One overture to reconsider re-joining Fed- 
eral Council. Six overtures to withdraw. One over- 


’ ture to stop payments to Federal Council. Ajj 


overtures answered in negative. (Report of Federa] 
Council, Pages 178 through 182). 


1946: Three overtures to withdraw from Fed. 
eral Council. One overture to stop payments to 
Federal Council, or include in budget. Three over. 
tures answered in negative. Federal Council put in 
budget for 1946. (Federal Council Report, Pages 
191 through 195). 


1947: Twelve overtures to withdraw from Fed. 
eral Council. Two overtures to submit to Presby. 
teries. Two overtures cricitizing Federal Council 
practices. Action of General Assembly was to sub- 
mit membership in Federal Council to Presbyteries 
without recommendation. Vote: 179 for, 173 
against. (Federal Council Report, Pages 211 
through 216). 


This study reveals that the years when we no 
longer belonged to the Federal Council were the 
years when there was the least agitation and un- 
rest in the Presbyteries. —H.B.D. 


. 


— 


Unavailing Protests 
(Reprint from Nov. 1, 1947, issue.) 


There are those who are declaring that present 
opposition to the activities of the Federal Council 
is something new, brought into our Church in re- 
cent years by a “divisive group.” 


Let us refresh our memories. In 1915, three 
years after our Church joined the Federal Council 
for the first time, our General Assembly took the 
following action: 3 


‘“‘While there are thus many things in the 
reports of the Council which we. approve and 
heartily endorse, there are actions taken which 
so do violence to the historic and scriptural 
position of our Church that we can do naught 
else than decline to accept the responsibility 
for them and enter our protest. In some in- 
stances they are contrary to the doctrine of 
the separation of the Church and the State 
and the only proper attitude of approach which 
the Church has to the affairs of the State; in 
others they deal with matters that are wholly 
extraneous to the recognized mission of the 
Church on earth. 


“The note sounded for our forward move- 
ment in the Church is Evangelism. Is it not, 
then, of the greatest importance that we guard 
the pure evangel from accretions that may 
turn us aside from our great mission and dis- 
sipate our energies on the perishing things of 
time, when they should be concentrated on 
and consecrated to the mighty things of 
eternity?” 


The General Assembly further stated: 


“Troublous times such as these caused that 
action in the Presbyterian Church which ne- 
cessitated the birth of the Church South; 
should we not, then, most carefully guard 
against the age tendencies which are turning 
the forces of the Church into so many side 
channels and so weakening the force of her 
one supreme call to save men for time and 
eternity?”—General Assembly Minutes, 1915, 
Page 39. 
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In 1916 further protests were registered by our 
General Assembly against the actions and activi- 
ties of the Federal Council. Did they avail? The 
1919 Minutes are revealing; we read: 


‘““(a) That the Assembly note with special 
eare the fact that in the resolutions adopted 
by the said Federal Council at its meeting 
May 6-8, 1919, in Cleveland, Ohio, the Council 
repeats the acts against which the Assembly 
protested so vigorously in 1915 and 1916; 
(b) that the Assembly now utter its most em- 
phatic protest against the Council’s repeating 
the objectionable acts and violating its own 
agreement of 1916, touching the making of 
deliverances on political, industrial and other 
such objects; (c) that this Assembly ask that 
this protest be entered on the records and 
published with the proceedings of the Council. 
The objectionable acts of the Council passed 
.May 6-8, 1919, violating its own former agree- 
ment, were it representing and affirming, as 
the belief of the Churches connected with it, 
certain views on political relations, inter- 
national relations, labor and capital problems, 
wage questions and working days, woman’s 
work, race problems, the making of laws and 
the enforcement of the same, treaties with 
foreign countries, woman’s full political and > 
economic equality, and similar questions.”— 
General Assembly Minutes, 1919, Page 55. 


A study of the official reports of the Federal 
Council reveal the fact that from the beginning 
they had had a political, economic, racial, social 
and international over-all plan from which they 
have never deviated. To this they have committed 
the various denominations making up the Council 
and protests from constituent members have been 
politely received and carefully ignored. In fact, 
since that time some of the activities of the Fed- 
eral Council have been more objectionable than 
anything mentioned in the above protests of our 
General Assembly. One of these was the pernicious 
and persistent activity against national prepared- 


ness, carried out by the leaders of the Council; 
using the name of the Church to back their ac- — 


tivities. 

Our Church will be wise to look at the Federal 
Council in the light of its activities over the years, 
forgetting the individual involved, either pro or 
con. Those of us who oppose the Council are will- 
ing to let the matter be decided on the facts of the 


case. Any other basis of decision is futile. 
| —H.B.D. 


Theological ‘Table 
Talk 


President John R. Mackay of Princeton: God’s 
order as announced in Ephesians is the ultimate 
basis of all reality and the core of history. Gala- 
tians presents the glory of the Gospel as distinct 
from the Law; Romans gives the soul’s relation 
to God. In Ephesians there is both the Gospel in 
its beauty and majesty and the soul in its relation 


to God, and both seen in the wider fellowship of 


the Christian Church. And this relevant message 
of the Divine order in the face of human dis- 
order is sounded in the note of song. 


President David Stitt, of Austin: God hath 


spoken listen, O World. The Gospel is eternal 


and cannot alter, though the setting in which we 
preach it does alter. We have .but one Gospel 
and that is eternal and unchangeable. We preach 
the Word of God, the unique event that God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself. 


Dean Felix Gear, of Columbia: We have had a 
period when man was regarded as the highest 
reality and the master of things. The task of 
theology is to supplant the centrality of man 
with the centrality of God—to turn the eyes of 
men adoringly to God. John Calvin taught a God- 
centered theology. The eternal purpose of God is 
manifest in God as Creator, Ruler, and Redeemer. 
And this is not the projection of man’s ideas in 
deism or rationalistic theism. Our God is the God 
who has revealed Himself in Jesus Christ and our 
starting point is neither God nor man, but the 
God-man. 


Dr. William Elliott, of Dallas: If we are to 
preach savingly and helpfully to this generation, 
we must preach doctrine. We must wrestle with 
the great themes of the faith. Christianity is not 
primarily what man ought to do for God, but 
what God has done for man in Christ. Christianity 
is Good News. God has spoken in history and has 
done something truly magnificent to lift the sin 
burdened heart. Theology must precede morality. 
The current moral relativity is the result of theo- 


logical flabbiness. 


Dr. John Thomas, of Richmond: The basis of 
tolerance is man’s creation in the image of God. 
Its limit is justice or tolerance for others. Those 


who set up an absolute State—Russia—or an abso- 


lute Church—Rome—destroy this concept. There- 
fore these systems are to be opposed in the in- 
terest of true tolerance. The United States was 
founded by Protestant Christians. It is drifting 
from this position into the hands of a secularism 
that opposes the teaching of the Bible in the public 
schools and of a Roman Catholic position - that 
uses public funds for denominational purposes. 
—Reported by Wm.C.R. 


Broyles To Tour Europe 


Atlanta, Ga.—Rev. Vernon S. Broyles, pastor of 
North Avenue Presbyterian Church, here, was 
asked to make a tour of Europe this summer to 


visit Church World Service centers as the official 


representative of the Committee on Overseas Re- 
lief of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, when the committee 
met here Tuesday. 


The General Assembly has asked the Church to 
provide One Dollar and one pound of material 
goods per member for overseas relief in the Church 
year for distribution by Church World Service 
through centers in Europe and in Asia, and by 
the American Bible Society in the form of Bibles 
and Testaments to Christians in- countries ravaged 
by World War II 


In order to bring to the Church a first-hand 
account of conditions in Europe, the committee, 
of which Doctor Broyles is the chairman, asked 
that Doctor Broyles visit Geneva, and go from 
there to other distribution centers and to churches 
in Europe and to bring back an account of his 
investigations. He was asked to make the trip this 
summer, 
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Issues That Divide 
The Church 


Under this title The Presbyterian Outlook. car- 
ried a double article diagnosing the current situa- 
tion in our Church with some pointed references to 
the editors of The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 
Two of our editors replied distinguishing our posi- 
tion from that of The Presbyterian Outlook. The 
Outlook answered with a charge that one of these 
editorials was calumny. 


The author of that editorial sent to The Presby- 
terian Outlook and to The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal a strong defense of our position. In this he 
offered to made amends if he were shown to have 
calumniated the original article or its author. At 
the time he called attention to several things in 
the original article that called for explanation. 


When this second answer came into the hands of 
the author of the issues that divide the church he 
wrote our editorial writer stating that he saw no 
occasion to be offended in the editorial we had 
carried on the matter and he withdrew certain in- 
ferences we saw in the original article. We can 
only publish the reply to The Presbyterian Out- 
look’s charge of calumny by answering the writer 
of the original article who does not concur in the 
charge. Under these circumstances our editorial 
writer has graciously asked us to “kill’’ his reply 
and let the matter drop. Christian brotherhood is 
more important for the good of our Church and 
the honor of our King than answering every 
charge. —H.B.D. 


Suspend Correspondence 
Looking Toward 
Church Union 


At the Spring meeting of North Alabama Pres- 
bytery an overture was adopted, asking that the 
current correspondence looking toward union with 
the USA Church be suspended until such time as 
it can be reopened with a reasonable prospect of 
securing unanimous action. This resolution received 
the support of those who favor union as well as 


of those who oppose it. It was recognized that the 


current correspondence has reached an impasse 
and that a true and proper union can only come 
after the current conversations are dropped, after 
time has cooled our oppositions, and when a new 
approach with a new group of representatives on a 
new plan is presented. 


While there are still details being ironed out, the 
fundamental structure of the current plan is clear. 
The present committee has committed itself to 
this pattern. And since this pattern is only increas- 
ing a rift in our Church, the consideration of it 
ought to be dropped with the recognition that such 
suspension may be revived at such future time as 
there is a good prospect of united action. 


I. The first objection to the current pattern is 
doctrinal. The ordination vows do not mean the 
same thing in our Church on the one hand, and 
in the USA Church and the Plan of Union on the 
other. The language is now different. The language 
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of our vows was in the 1943 Plan, but when the 
USA liberals objected our committee allowed the 
language to be changed from that of our Book 
to that in use in the USA Church. The meaning is 
different. Under the aegis of the Auburn Affirma- 
tion men have been ordained in the USA Church 
who do not accept the plain statements in Matthew 
and Luke on the Virgin Birth of Christ. (Minutes 
Assembly 1925, P. 83f) In order to protect the 
things of our Lord Jesus Christ, our Assembly of 
1939 declared that His eternal Deity, His Virgin 
Birth, His substitutionary atonement, His bodily 
Resurrection and His Return to judge the world 
were involved in our ordination vows. Their Cedar 
Rapids Presbytery asked the USA Assembly to 
concur in this action, but the request was not 
granted. The conservative wing of our Church has 
repeatedly asked that our interpretation be written 
into the Plan of Union, but this has not been 
granted. 


It is being said that the USA Committee is willing 
to accept our doctrinal statements. The funda- 
mental doctrinal position we ask for is the safe- 
guarding of the faith in the ordination vows and in 
their interpretation. Neither of the safeguards 
which we now have is in the Plan of 1947, or in the 
amendments of 1948. As to the detailed statements 
of the Confession they are accepting the language 
of our revisions, but almost the only significant 
revision that passed our Assembly was the two 
chapters taken over bodily from the USA Confes- 
sion. The most of the other revisions that carried 
were verbal. The Confession proposed is funda- 
mentally the USA Confession with even their 
declaratory statements made to please the Cumber- 
landers. Why is it the USA Committee is unable to 
accord to us the declaratory statement of our 1939 
Assembly when they ask us to accept their declara- 
tory statement written for the Cumberlanders? 


II. The second objection to the pattern of the 
Plan of Union is the sole Kingship of Christ, that 
great testimony which Dr. B. M. Palmer lifted at 
our first General Assembly and which we have 


carefully written into our Book of Church Order, . 


paragraphs 8, 9, 10, 11, 19, 58, 179. We have re- 
peatedly asked the inclusion of these paragraphs 
in the Plan of Union. But the 19438 Plan excluded 
almost all of them and the 1947 Plan went further 
in the wrong direction eliminating our paragraph 
19 which was in the Plan of 1943 and the phrase 
“enforcing His own laws’? from our paragraph 9 
which was in the Plan of 1943. The Plan has the 
Headship of Christ which is a mystical truth held 
in common by the hierarchial and the Presbyterian, 
the Erastian and the Evangelical in old Scotland. 
But the Presbyterian and Evangelical testimony to 
the Kingship of Christ as a juridical concept is 
almost entirely eliminated from the Form of 
Government in the Plan of 1947. 


Under the Plan of Union the General Assembly 


could make its own laws to bind our consciences 
as the USA Assemblies did in 1861, 1866, 1934-36. 
On the latter occasion they declared: “A church 
member or an individual church that will not give 
to promote the officially authorized missionary pro- 
gram of the Presbyterian Church is in exactly the 
same position with reference to the Constitution of 
the Church as a church member or an individual 
church that would refuse to take part in the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper.” (Studies in the 
Constitution adopted by the 1934 Assembly, P. 43). 
By this action the USA Assembly put its own 
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program of missions on a level with our Lord’s 
command to, ‘‘Do this in Remembrance of ME.” 
Thus it made itself a King with equal authority 
to our Lord Jesus Christ whom God has made the 
only King in Zion. And it did so in the interest of 
enforcing its authorized missionary program which, 
at the time, was compromised with Rethinking 
Missions. 


We are being told that the USA Church is a 
national organization and that we must yield to 
their judgment since we are only provincial. Yet 
Dr. Thomas Coyle of their great San Diego Church 
has shown that they are the slowest growing of any 
national Church. More fundamentally the struggle 
of the Church in Germany shows that the attain- 
ing of national status is too high a price to pay for 
a plan that modifies the Church’s sole allegiance 
to the Kingship of Christ. Out of that crucible the 
leaders of continental thought are insisting that 
nothing be allowed to stand between the living 
Lord Jesus Christ and His royal gracious Word 
to His living community. 3 


III. The present plan does not provide for ade- 
quate division of the property of those who will 
not accept this Plan. There are detailed emenda- 
tions in the 1948 amendments, but still only where 
three-fourths vote to come out may they have the 
local property and all presbyterial and synodical 
and assembly property goes with the merger. 


We are told that the USA brethren have made 
great concessions in allowing the three-fourths 
vote. Perhaps, they do not relish the record of 
how they took all the property in certain Missis- 
sippi counties (e.g. Scott County) in which they 
had not a single member at the time of the 
Cumberland merger. This thing of taking a build- 
ing that has been dedicated to God for His wor- 
ship, padlocking it against the worshippers who 
built it, and allowing the building to rot down 
in disuse is not one that brings honor to a great 
national Church. 
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It seems to us that our Church has not a bi- 
lateral but a unilateral responsibility to do the 
just thing with any group that refuses to accept 


- the control of a large national Church. This prop- 


erty is now the property of the US Church and 
we have the authority and the responsibility to 
say how it shall go. And our Church will answer 
to God for the way in which we treat our brethren 
in this matter. It would be more just to allow 
the property to go with a majority than with 
seventy-five percent and it is only proper that any 
group that decides not to put itself under the 
national control be given fair and proportionate 
equity in common institutions, funds, and assets 
to which they have contributed. After we become 
a part of the USA Church it will be the preroga- 
tive of the united Church to decide when, if, and 
how any congregation can take out its property. 
It is our unique responsibility for our own prop- 
erties now. 


There are other objections to the plan such 
as the fact that the form for the ordination 
of elders still has it in the pronoun she as well 
as the pronoun he while the Bible gives no au- 
thorization for women elders, and the fact that 
the word bishop is reserved for the minister while 
in the New Testament the primary function of 
the bishop is that of overseer or ruler or shepherd 
—which is as much the task of the ruling as of 
the teaching elder. 


We shall not seek to marshall all of the objec- 
tions. The pattern is set. The agitation for this 
pattern is causing disaffection and bitterness 
in our Church. It is slowing up the program of 
progress. It is making it difficult for churches to 
get money needed for new buildings or for mis- 
sionary advance. North Alabama asks that this 
agitation be suspended and that the Church called 
to united support of her great task: evangelizing 
the world. —Wnm.C.R. 


The Texas Way 


By Rev. W. C. Tenney 


Austin, Tex. 


Out here in Texas, we have a way of doing 
and saying things that we call, “The Texas Way.” 


We are still thinking about that September 
twenty-ninth Presbyterian Outlook, called by some, 
“The Federal Council number.” Yes, we read “‘The 
Christian Observer,’ “The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal,” “The Beacon,” and even “The Presby- 
terian Outlook,’ and quite a few other papers, 
Magazines and suggestive propaganda literature; 
we have, in our spare time, read approaching ten 
thousand pages (by actual count) in very sub- 
stantial books (current papers, magazines, etc. not 
counted) in recent months. Possibly, after all, the 
editors of The Outlook are right in suspecting (pri- 
vate correspondence) that those who do not jump 
on the band wagon with those who so ardently, 
militantly advocate the Southern Presbyterian 


Church remaining in the Federal Council and unit- 
ing with the U.S.A. church, are not informed, or 
are incapable of understanding the 
issues. 


important 


Who is it who does not want to see both sides 
of issues so important as these? I am reminded 
of the good “horse sense” of our old horse that 
I was riding when I was a boy, and how he came 
near killing me from fear, if not from accident, 
when in crossing a narrow bridge, he was looking 
and shying from one side of the bridge, and 


backed off the other side. 


And, speaking of being informed, that gentle- 
man who has been highly honored by the church, 
and who has wielded a remarkably facile pen, to 
the enlightenment and pleasure -of many, had 
charged some with driving a wedge between the 
ministers and elders of the church. One of the rea- 
sons why he objects to the elders “‘taking too much 
dish” in these discussions is that they are not 
informed on things which vitally concern the 
church? Of course, the ministers who are their 
pastors should not be blamed. 


Those very fine elders, Messrs. Glasgow, Lee, 
Faulkner, McCallie, Chalmers Alevander, et al, 
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have not impressed us as being altogether ignorant 
of Church history, doctrine and polity. Anyway, 
they should be excused for speaking out, since 
their ministers had them promise at their ordina- 
tion that they would study and guard carefully 
the peace and purity of the Church. The plain truth 
is that the charge of driving a wedge appears to 
us to be a deliberate attempt to silence those 
elders whose conscience would not allow them to 
keep silence when the peace and purity of the 
Church is at stake. The editors of The Outlook 
know that the course they advocate has caused, 
and will cause disturbance of the peace, if not a 
split in the church. 


But, back to the September twenty-ninth Out- 
look. When this courageous paper put all those 
who opposed their position in the class with Eliza- 
beth Dilling, William Dudley “Silver Shirts” Pelley, 
Col. Sanctuary, General Winrod, Criminale, et 
cetera, that was “the unkindest cut of all,’’ which 
any self-respecting person would justly resent. 


Out here in Texas, nothing can get up the ire of 
a real Texan quicker than to see a fellow show 
the white feathe.;, and admit that he can’t put 
up a clean fight, when he deliberately delivers ‘‘a 
ay the belt,’”’ which no honorable fighter 
will do. 


You know, the reason why we look on him with 
such scorn and contempt is that his victim is un- 
fairly caused to vomit, poor fellow! We have won- 
dered how many had difficulty in controlling their 
stomachs when they read, ““‘Who Is Opposed to the 
Federal Council?” This reminds us of another inci- 
dent which took place in our hearing. 


The Outlook writers say that dispensationalists 
and pre-millennialists are ‘“‘not concerned about 
evangelizing and Christianizing the world.’’ We 
should like to get in touch with any who are so 
unconcerned. Will the Outlook kindly furnish us 
the name and address of any one dispensation- 
alist or pre-millennialist who is not concerned about 
the Christianization of the world? 


This writer is not a so-called dispensationalist, 
and he is not a pre-millennianist: he could not be. 
However, if you like, we can furnish names of 
some of the most deeply consecrated ministers, 
pre-millennialists, whose ministries have been most 
fruitful in winning souls to Christ, one of whom, 
in the last year of his pastorate and at the age of 
seventy-five, had a record, by Assembly’s report, 
of the Church under his leadership being second 
to none in the Assembly for members received 
upon profession of faith and benevolent contribu- 
tions to church causes. 


The statement of the Outlook that, pre-millen- 


nianists are not concerned about Christianizing the 
world reminds us of a conversation we oncé heard 
between one of the most devout ministers we have 
known and a young man. The old minister mildly 
reproved the young man for calling someone— 
well-er—a ‘“falsifier.”” The young man _ rejoined: 
“But, Doctor, suppose he is a falsifier?’”’ “In that 
event,”’ said the elderly minister, “you should b 
commended for telling the truth.” . 


In the Outlook we have noted the BIG list of 
names of Assembly Moderators (no, not bishops, 
just moderators) and others, “the outstanding 
leaders” of our beloved Southern Presbyterian 
Church who favor continyed cooperation (we have 
cooperated all our lives and felt a real union in 
Christ with all Christians) in the Federal Council.”’ 
These lists were published, of course, as an example 


TWO YEARS COLLEGE 
~ Commercial 


_ Summer School 


Apartments 
For 
Veterans 


Write For 
Catalog 
Rev. Louis LaMotte, Th.D., D.D., President 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box BS — Maxton, N. C. 


to all other ministers, church officers and members. 
Also, there is a list of those who clapped their 
hands in approval at the courageous publication 
referred to, pronouncing it “‘Superb,’”’ grand 
job,”’ “Magnificent,”’ ete. 


We would suggest that these lists be kept. 


We checked on considerably more than a hun- 
dred, half are not ministers, or are so young in 
the ministry that their names do not appear in the 
1942 Ministerial Directory. A large number of the 


others are quite young and inexperienced. Suppose 


the appeal to solve Germany’s problems ten or 
fifteen years ago had been made to the sober 
judgment of her people who were middle-aged or 
ere might not the lives of her youth have been 
saved? 


The publication in the Outlook of these long 
lists of those favoring the Federal Council, re- 
minds the writer of a very excellent piece of 
practical philosophy picked up years ago from 4a 
farmer friend. This friend owned several hundred 
acres of land, part in cultivation and a part in 
timber. Our friend took us out to show us over 
the place. It happened that at this time that he 
was getting out railroad ties. The place was heavily 
timbered with a variety of timber. The ties were 
required to be of red oak only. Consequently, a 
red oak tree was felled here, another yonder at 
a distance, and still another farther away, and the 
tie hewn and left where it was felled until enough 
for a wagon load had been hewn. 


The trees and undergrowth were so thick about 
the scattered pieces that we remarked to our 
friend, “Look here, Sam, how do you get in here 
with a wagon to haul these out?’”’ He planked down 
his foot, looked us straight in the eye, and said, 
‘“‘I never drive in where I can’t drive out.’’ We re- 
plied, “Stay by it, and you’ll get through life.”” How 
many persons, when they contract debts, or obli- 
gations to marry, would profit by the application 
of this principle? 


Possibly the church also might profit by its appli- 
cation. It might have been wise if we had applied 
it when, after an unhappy experience, we returned 


to the Federal Council several years ago. 
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Who Is Interfering With The 
Progress Of The Southern 
Presbyterian Church? 


By Rev. William Crowe, D.D. 
Talladega, Ala. 


The Question Stated: Our Southern Presby- 
terian Church is now facing a crisis, the result of 
which may be a cleavage that will be beyond 
remedy, or the complete liquidation of an organi- 
zation that has been built up through the conse- 
created efforts of a well-integrated body of earn- 
est Christian people through the 87 years of its 
history. Unwarranted agitation has brought about 
the formation of two groups within our member- 
ship, namely: | 


‘First: A party composed of loyalists who ap- 
prove the heroic stand of our fathers who, under 
Divine leadership organized our Southern Presby- 
terian Church; who are seeking to promote the 
continuance of our traditions relative to theology 
and church policy; who believea that the mission 
of our beloved Church is not yet completed, but 
that it has yet much to do in making a vast 
contribution to evangelizing the world; who have 
not surrendered the idea that the stamp of divine 
approval is upon the methods of work and wor- 
ship to which our Church subscribes. 


Secondly: A party of discontents who insist that 
our Church go out of existence, and that its mem- 
bership enter into the organizing of a new church, 
the effectiveness of which is entirely unpre- 
dictable; a church within which our traditions 
will be forgotten, and our _ influence will be 
rendered nil when our proportionate membership 
in the proposed new organization is considered. 


The Fixing of Responsibility For The Crisis 
Facing Us: Of this we are sure, and that is that 


the first party mentioned is in no way respon- 


sible; that the members of it would never have 
asserted themselves, had they not been driven 
to it by the insistence of the second party; that 
the aforesaid unwarranted agitation has brought 
about the unhappy situation that now exists, that 
the sole purpose of the first party has been, and is, 


to keep the Southern Presbyterian Church on an 


even keel in order that it may go forward in 
pursuit of the distingt mission delegated to it by 
Providential action. Therefore if frustration and 
disintegration, with accompanying bitterness, 
should be the result, the disturbers of our great 
Church will be compelled to admit their entire 
responsibility therefore. 7 

Is The Southern Presbyterian Church Worthy 


of Preservation? All statistical tables offer the 
basis for an affirmative answer to that question. 
For instance, even within the last ten years its 


membership has grown from 400,000 to 600,000. 


From every angle, evidences of its efficiency have 
placed it in the forefront of American Protestant- 


ism. If the ensemble of data does not indicate di- 
vine approval of its efforts, a natural question is: 
What does indicate divine approval? What more 
could any reasoning person ask? 


Therefore the Southern Presbyterian Church 


has every right to live, and grow, to the honor 
of the great Head of the Church. Indeed necessity 
is upon it to carry on under the Commission of 
the Most High. There is a warning in the Bible 
against touching the Lord’s anointed. It would be 
wise to obey the warning. 


Possible 


The Federal Council? 


By Rev. Henry Bast 
Bethany Reformed Church 


Grand Rapids, Mich. 


(This article, here somewhat condensed, is being 
circulated by the Evangelical Fund of the Re- 
formed Church in America.—Ed. 


One of the arguments most frequently used by 
men who themselves are evangelical, but favor 


staying in the Federal Council of Churches, is 
that we must work from the inside. We must 
stay in and make our influence count from with- 
in. We must work constructively and unitedly 
to make the Council stand for what it ought to. 
Because some evangelical ministers and. laymen 
sincerely hold to these convictions and because 


they personally are true to the faith, their argu- 
ments must be examined and considered seriously 
and carefully. 


Before we take up this question, we must first 
be reminded of what the Federal Council is. It is 
now generally admitted that the Federal Council 
is much more than a group of denominations 
standing together for social action. In an address 
delivered before the Council at its Seattle meet- 
ing in 1946, Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert declared, 
‘‘So the Council is not to be thought of as simply 
a federation for ‘good works’ and useful activities. 


1.19 
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It is that, but it is much more. It is a form of 
Christian witness as well as of Christian service.” 
It is therefore clear that membership in the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches is a declaration of faith. 
It is a commitment made by a church to a specific 
view of Christianity. It is impossible, therefore, to 
consider the question of membership in the Fed- 
eral Council without considering the question, 
What is the Christian faith? What is this faith 
to which we are to give a common witness? 


It is this frequently declared purpose and nature 
of the Council which explains why there are so 
many ministers and laymen in evangelical churches 
who hold that membership in that Council is incom- 
patible with their church standards. Sometimes jt 
is said, ‘‘Why do you select the Federal Council as 
the object of your attack?’’ The answer is: Be- 
cause the Federal Council is the hub of the wheel. 
Related to it are the International Council of Re- 
ligious Education, the Foreign Missions Conference, 
the Home Missions Council, and other agencies. 
To show how closely these are interrelated con- 
sider that one of the secretaries of the Inter- 
national Council, Harry C. Munro, spends half his 
time for the ICRE and half his time as a member 
of the staff of the Department of Evangelism of 
the Federal Council. It is clear, therefore, that 
the Federal Council and its related councils and 
conferences represent the total program of the 
Christian church. 


To my mind there are two reasons why evan- 
gelical churches cannot remain in the Federal 
Council, even with the vowed purpose of seeking 
to reform it: First because membership in the 
Council is wrong in principle, and secondly, be- 
cause serious and consistent efforts have been 
made by evangelicals to reform the Council and 
all such efforts have met with failure. 3 


Wrong In Principle 


It is wrong in principle to attempt to reform 
the Council from within because of what the Coun- 
cil is. It has been demonstrated again and again 
and evidence has been offered to show that the 
Council has been dominated by modernists and 
liberals; that is, by men who deny the funda- 
mentals of the Christian faith. This is apparent 
from the fact that the leading modernist in this 
country, Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, was for 
years the radio voice of the Federal Council, from 
the fact that the Council in recent years elected 
outstanding liberals and modernists to its presi- 
dency, from the fact that many of the large de- 
nominations making up the Council openly and 
frankly admit that they are liberal churches. Dr. 
William E. Gilroy, one of the leaders in the Con- 
gregational Church, writing in the Christian 
Leader, November 1, 1947 (the Universalist paper), 
discusses the relation between the Congregational 
Church and the Universalist Church. After he has 
reviewed how close and intimate the association 
has been, he makes this startling statement: “I 
do not know what the disposition of the Universal- 
ist body toward affiliation, or union, with us may 
be today, but if a practical movement to revive 
the project were made, a strong movement for it 
would be the fact that there are among our million 
or more Congregational Christians today probably 


more members who hold essentially Universalist 


views than there are members in the entire of- 
ficial Universalist denomination.”? At the Seattle 
meeting there was a great stir about admitting 


Anyone, therefore, who argues that evangelical 


-lowship and co-operation. Those who deny the 
Christian faith exclude themselves. 


which co-operation cannot go. There are places 


-sensibilities.”’ 


| 


the Universalist Church into the Federal Coup. 
cil. Many evangelicals said that if the Univer. 
salist Church were admitted, they would leave. 
Do we need any more evidence than the article 
just quoted to convince us that Universalists are 
already in the Federal Council in great numbers’ 


The article quoted describes only one denomina-. 
tion and is only one bit of evidence of the ex. 
treme liberalism there is in this denomination. 
Anyone who has done any reading whatever in the 
official church papers of the denominations in 
the Federal Council knows that although the Con. 
gregational Church may be an extreme example, 
liberalism is rampant in many of these large bodies, 


churches must stay in the Federal Council to 
try to make it evangelical is either ignorant of the 
facts, or is arguing with his tongue in his cheek... 


We who hold that the inclusivism and eclectic. 
ism of the Federal Council are incompatible with 
evangelical church standards are not narrow or 
intolerant or bigoted about this. In fact, we are 
not making the decision at all. The decision is 
made for us. We are men under authority. We 
are under the complete and final authority of the 
Bible. The division is not made by our decision. 
The division is made by those who deny the faith. 
We do not exclude anyone from Christian fel- 


Reform Has Failed 


The attempt to reform the Council from within 
has failed. My first memory of a serious discussion 
of the Federal Council goes back to the Synod of 
1934, which I visited as a newly ordained min- 
ister in the Reformed Church of America. There 
I heard Dr. Albertus Pieters make a fervent and 
reasonable plea for the Reformed Church to with- 
draw from the Federal Council. To me his logic 
and reasoning were valid, and his conclusion 
was sound. The Reformed Church has a definite 
creed and Standard of faith which is denied by 
the actions and literature of the Federal Council, 
and therefore, our membership in that body is 
incompatible with our creeds. The question came 
up before this 1934 Synod because of numerous 
overtures from Classes and also from the Synod 
of Iowa and the Synod of Chicago to discontinue 
membership in the Federal Council. 


After some debate, the 1934 Synod took the 
following action, “Your Committee recommends 
that the Federal Council of Churches be advised 
of the widespread opposition in the Reformed 
Church of America to activities and pronounce- 
ments which put evangelical Protestant Chris- 
tianity in a false position and which make it 
ever more difficult for our denomination to stay 
in the Council. A rising tide of protest makes it 
imperative to insist on our denominational loy- 
alty to our Reformed Church doctrinal position 
and to give notice that there is a point beyond 


where, in the judgment of Reformed Church peo- 
ple, Christ is wounded in the house of His friends 
and the Reformed Church in America does not 
propose to stay in such a house. Your Committee 
feels that justice to the denominations we repre- 
sent requires that action of Synod determining 
continuance in the Federal Council should be ac- 
companied with the most urgent request that no 
violence be done to Reformed Church doctrinal 


| 
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I wish that someone would point out to me 
one single doctrinal change there has come in the 


Federal Council in these last thirteen years as a 


result of this “‘most urgent request.’’ What did 
the 1934 Synod mean when it said “that there is 
a point beyond which co-operation cannot go?” 
Where is that point? Since 1934, Oxnam has made 


his notorious slurring remark on the Old Testa- 
ment, and Fosdick has made his belligerent denial 
of the Virgin Birth and the Substitutionary Atone- 
ment. Is this “‘wounding Christ in the house of His 
friends?’”’ or what would have to be said before 
Christ is wounded in the house of His friends in 


the Reformed Church? .. . 


The Book Of Ecclesiastes 


By Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the thirty-second in the series of articles on Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


One of the most interesting of the Old Testa- 
ment books is Ecclesiastes. It is a book, however, 
which teems with difficult questions. For one 
thing, Who is its human author? The book opens, 
“The words of the Preacher, the son of David, 
king in Jerusalem.’”’ But who was this preacher? 
The word which is translated Preacher is one 
which etymologically is related to the word for 
“Congregation,’”’ or ‘“‘Assembly.”’ It is in reality 
a feminine participial form, and possibly designates 
the one who assembles or who speaks in the as- 
sembly of God’s people. 


Who is this speaker, however? There are many 
devout scholars who believe that it is Solomen, 
the son of David. To defend this position they 
tell us that the wide variety of experience described 
in the book is such as might come only to a man 
in Solomon’s position. Other men, it is allegea, 
would not have had the opportunity to partake in 
such rich and varied experience. Furthermore, in- 
ternal evidence, it is claimed, does well agree with 
the actual conditions of Solomon’s life. Thus, the 
riches described in 2:8, the servants of 2:7, the 
pleasures and. buildings of 2:3-6—all this, it js 
claimed, fits in well with Solomon and his reign. 
In addition, there is the Jewish tradition of Solv- 
monic authorship, which was adopted by many of 
the early Christian fathers and has also neld sway 
in the Christian Church. Lastly, the title of the 
book is said to point to Solomon as the author. 


Still others maintain that the book is of composite 
authorship. And the basic reason which is employed 
in defense of such a thesis is the claim that the 
book presents different, even conflicting view- 
points. According to a number of scholars of the 
school of negative criticism the original author of 
the work was somewhat of a sceptic who believed 
that the same fate awaited all men and that all 
things were essentially vain, hence, one should re- 
ceive from life all the pleasures which he could. 
This viewpoint, it is claimed, did not find favor, 
and so, various editors and annotators modified the 
teaching of the book at this point and that. The 
present writer finds himself unable to accept 
so cavalier a solution. 


For one thing, whatever be the difficulties in- 
volved, it should be noted that the language and 
style of the book is throughout the same. Further- 
more, the thought of the book also is essentially the 
same and yields a good sense as it stands. Hence, 
even some scholars who belong to the school of 
negative criticism, nevertheless, do insist upon the 
essential unity of the book. 


If then Ecclesiastes is a unit, and if its author is 
not Solomon, who is the author? We would say 
that it is quite possible to maintain the Solomonic 
authorship, and we have no great quarrel with those 
who do thus maintain it, but there are certain 
considerations which should be borne.in mind. In 
the first place it should be noted that the book 
nowhere claims to be the work of Solomon. Nor 
does the New Testament ascribe to it Solomonic 
authorship. And the Jewish tradition ascribing the 
book to Solomon is somewhat late. Furthermore, 
there seems to be internal evidence which speaks 
against Solomonic authorship. Note for one thing 
1:12, “I the Preacher was king over Israel in 
Jerusalem.”’ 10:5 seems to distinguish the author 
from the present ruler, and 4:13-16 with its refer- 
ence to an old and foolish king, does not well apply 
to Solomon. Again, the language of the book does 
not suit the time of Solomon. In all probability the 
book was written by an unknown author who lived 
after the time of the exile. 


This unknown author was using a literary de- 
vice in speaking of himself as the king in Jeru- 
salem. Now, it may be that the thoughts which 
he wrote down were in reality Solomonic, at least, 
for the most part. But this writer expressed his 
philosophy of life by means of such a literary 
device. It must be clearly understood, however, that 
he was an inspired writer. That is, he presents us 


here, not merely with his own reflections upon life, . 
but rather, with the Divine interpretation of life. 


We are to regard his words, therefore, as inspired,. 
= as containing the only tenable philosophy of 

e. 

The Meaning Of Ecclesiastes 

But what-does Ecclesiastes teach? There are 
those who say that it contains the influences of 
Grecian philosophy, and parallels are supposed to 
have been found in Aristotle, Heraclitus, the Stoics 
and the Epicureans. Let it be clearly said, how- 
ever, that these supposed parallels are not real; 
we do not find Greek philosophy in Ecclesiastes. 
Nor do we find parallels in Egyptian literature nor 
anywhere else in the pagan world. Those who try 
to derive the origin of the ideas of Ecclesiastes 
from pagan sources are for the most parts ad- 
herents of the school of negative criticism. 


There are, however, good Christian people who 
believe that the teaching of Ecclesiastes is at vari- 
ance with the teaching of the Gospel. They say that 
this book simply presents man’s reasoning; it is 
the best he can do; it is legal, we are told, the best 
man can do apart from redemption. The book, it 
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is said, does not anticipate the Gospel. But to 
speak thus is completely to misunderstand Ecclesi- 
astes. Not for a moment may we think that this 
book presents merely human reasoning apart from 
the Gospel. If that were the case, why would the 
Lord God have placed it in the canon? 


The key to the proper understanding of Ecclesi- 
astes is to be found in the words of the conclusion, 
“Fear God and keep His commandments, for this 
is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every 
work into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil’ (Ecc. 
12:13,14). There can be no higher purpose in life 
than this. This is precisely the same great goal as 
our Lord laid down in the Sermon on the Mount. 
It is the Divine demand for absolute perfection. 
It is that standard, and that alone, which the 
Lord requires of His people. That goal must be 
ever placed before them. And how similar this is 
to the words of the Shorter Catechism: ‘‘Man’s 
chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him for 
ever.’’ Is not this the doctrine that we teach and 
preach in our churches? And the reason why we 
teach it is not because we believe it to be mere 
human philosophy, but because we believe it to be 
the very truth of God. How then, can Christians 
find this Divine teaching in Ecclesiastes and speak 
of it as mere human reasoning and the best that 
man unaided can do? No, this is the Divine ideal, 
the goal for which God’s people must ever strive. 


Nevertheless, although the goal for which we 
should strive is clear, we fall far short of at- 
tainment. And the reason for this is stated clearly 
in Ecclesiastes: ‘“‘Lo, this only have I found, that 
God hath made man upright; but they have sought 
out many inventions” (Ecc. 7:29). The word trans- 
lated “inventions” means “thoughts, reckonings, 
devices.”’” The idea is that God has made man 
perfect (i.e., straight, right), but man has deviated 
from this condition in discovering for himself de- 
vices of his own that were contrary to his original 
condition. In other words, we learn here that man 
has fallen from the original state of uprightness in 
which the Lord God had created him. Now, there 
is nothing similar to this in Grecian philosophy. 
This is the pure Biblical teaching. It represents the 
reflection of one who had had rich and varied ex- 
perience in the world, and who, as a result of his 
experience was profoundly convinced of the fact 
that man now was not what he had been when 
God created him. He has become a sinful, fallen 
creature. No unaided human reason would ever 
come to such a conclusion, for unaided human rea- 
son is filled with pride and looks upon man as the 
a reference point for the interpretation of 
ife. 


We are now ready to consider the import of the 
entire book. The writer relates his experiences of 
life. He has tried now this, now that, in an en- 
deavor to arrive at the true interpretation of life. 
He finds, however, that all is vanity. Nevertheless, 
he does give good advice for the practical enjoyment 
of life. For example, he says, “There is nothing 
better for a man, than that he should eat and 
drink, and that he should make his soul enjoy good 
in his labor” (Ecc. 2:24). Such passages as this 
one show clearly that the author is not a pessimist. 
But such passages do not teach that the enjoyment 
of the things of this life is an end in itself. They 
are but practical directions to the God-fearing soul 
for his guidance through life. Life, however, in all 
its many aspects is completely without meaning, 
apart from God. That is the grand theme of the 
book. Life apart from God can have no meaning, 
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because God alone can give life meaning. To state 
the matter in a slightly different wav. we may 
say, God is the ultimate standard and point of 
reference by which every aspect of life must be 
interpreted. If man or this world be regarded as 
the ultimate standard and point of reference, all is 


vanity. That is, all becomes without meaning; and 


can lead only to despair. In reality the book of 
Ecclesiastes is a mighty apologetic for the Christian 
Faith. It points out the message that is always 
needed, namely, that the only possible interpre- 
tation of the world is to regard it as the creation 
of God and to use and enjoy it for His glory. 


It is precisely at this point that stress should be 
placed. For the men of our day are trying to get 
on without God. They are trying to live as though 
God did not exist. They are trying to interpret 
life and reality apart from God. They are trying 
to establish a “just and lasting peace’’ without 
God. But, according to Ecclesiastes, all this is 
vanity. Life itself is vanity. Even things which in 


themselves are commendable are vanity—apart 


from God. Man, according to Ecclesiastes, is a 
fallen creature. Man should lift his eyes to God, 
and fear Him. In God will he find the answer to his 
problems. In God will man find that which alone 
gives meaning to life. 

That is why the greatest privilege of all belongs 
today to the one who preaches the Gospel. For 
the background of the Gospel is that man is lost 
completely; intellectually, morally and spiritually; 
and is not this the same as saying that all is vanity, 
nothingness, emptiness—apart from God? And the 
preacher of the Gospel must point men to God 
and command them to fear Him and to obey His 
commands. The preacher of the Gospel can tell men 
very clearly where they will find God. He can 
tell them that they must come to Him through Jesus 
Christ crucified. In reality the preaching of the 
Gospel is the great apologetic of Christianity. And 
this apologetic was clearly stated in Ecclesiastes. 
Apart from God, man is lost. How we who name 
the name of Christ should ever thunder forth this 
message! You scientists, who seek the interpre- 
tation of reality apart from the Triune God—you 
are LOST. You men of everyday life who seek a 
meaning for existence and a happiness of soul 
apart from God—you are LOST. You who go 


through life without a thought about your soul— 


you are LOST. And to a LOST world, as did in es- 
sence the Preacher of old, we mav cry out with 
conviction to all men, 


“Hear Him, ye deaf; His praise, ye dumb, 
Your loosened tongues employ. 
Ye blind, behold your Saviour come, 
And leap, ye lame, for joy.” 
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Palestine - J ewish Homeland 


By Aaron J. Kligerman* 


Lord Halifax, Great Britain’s Ambassador to our 
country, recently countered American criticism of 
British policy in Palestine by saying: “Palestine 
has been. an Arab country for much longer than 
the United States has been your country. Pales- 
tine has an Arab majority today, and has had one 
for more than 1,000 years. I know of no argu- 


' ment in justice or democratic thought whereby the 


Arabs can be denied the right to have any say in 


its future.” 


These words by a world’s statesman display 
either an ignorance or an unbelief in the Bible’s 
teaching concerning the past and future of Pales- 
tine. There is a reason why ‘Palestine has for cen- 
turies been known as “Eretz Israel,” Land of 
Israel. It is unique among the countries of the 
world, having been specially chosen by God for 
the development of His purpose in the earth: “A 


land which the Lord thy God careth for: the eyes 
of the Lord thy God are always upon it, from the 


beginning of the year even unto the end of the 
year.” (Deut. 11:12). 


God has never promised this land to the Arabs. 
When we view these promises from the Bible in 


their literal interpretation, we are justified and 


even compelled to place ourselves in the position 
of the Jews of all times, whose Zionistic Ideaology 


' has never left them, and who have from the days 


of the burning of the Temple and the destruction 
of their beloved city Jerusalem, never ceased to 
say at the close of their great annual festivals, 
“Le-Shannakh Ha-Baah Bi-Rushalayim,” next year 
at Jerusalem. 


When we undertake to consider Israel’s right to 
claim the literal land of Palestine as their home, 
we find at least six valid reasons that may be used 
as arguments in favor of Israel’s claims. 


There is first, the definite promise of the Cove- 
nant-keeping God, who said to Abram, “Get thee 
out of thy country, ... unto a land that I will shew 
thee” (Gen. 12:1). And after Lot was separated 
fom him Jehovah said to him, “Lift up now 
thine eyes, look upon the place where thou art, 
northward and southward, and eastward, and west- 
ward: For all the land which thou seest, to thee 
will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. Arise, walk 
through the land in the length of it and in the 
breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.” (Gen. 
18:14,15,17). 


We read again, ‘“‘And I will give unto thee, and 
thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a 
stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting 
possession; and I will be their God. And God said 
unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant, 
therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee, in their 
generations. This is my covenant, which ye shall 
keep, between Me and you and thy seed after thee; 


.. . And it shall be a token of the covenant be- 
twixt me and you, And he that is eight days old 
Shall be circumcised among you, and every man 
child in your generations, he that is born in the 
house, or bought with money of any stranger, 
which is not of thy seed. He that is born in thy 
house, and that is bought with thy money must 


needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in 
vo Be for an everlasting covenant.” (Gen. 


The fact that this rite is referred to in the New 
Testament and in connection with John the Baptist 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, as occurring on the 
eighth day, reminds us of the covenant with re- 
gard to the Promised Land as being not forgotten 
in the Messianie days. 


There is also the message of the Lord to Jacob 
at Bethel, when in a dream he beheld a ladder set 
up on the earth with its top reaching heaven, and 
beheld the angels of God ascending and descending 
on it. And behold, Jehovah stood above it, and said, 
I am Jehovah, God of Abraham thy father, and 
the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to 
thee will I give it, and to thy seed; And thy seed 
shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to 
the north, and to the south: and in thee and 
in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed. And, behold, I am with thee, and I will 
keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and 
will bring thee again into this land; for I will not 
leave thee, until I have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of.” (Gen. 28:13-15). 


It is evident, then, that “the very much promised 


land”? knows only of one promise—The Promise 


God Made To Abraham, who walked on it, and To 
Jacob, who slept on it, and To Their Descendants, 
who, though in exile for many centuries and scat- 
tered throughout the world, have ever held on to 
it and never given up the hope of coming back 
to it: “If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right 
hand forget her cunning. Let my tongue cleave to 
my palate, if I will not remember thee.. .” 


We have not only the promise to lay claim that 
the land of Israel belongs to the people of Israel, 
but there is, secondly, a record of the purchase of 
several places of interest, The first financial trans- 
action recorded in the Bible is that of Abraham 
when he bought the field and cave of Machpelah 
for 400 shekels of silver from the children of 
Heth (Gen. 23). Later on Jacob bought, from the 
children of Hamor for 100 pieces of money, a 
parcel of land where he spread his tent. It was 
probably the place of Jacob’s well, referred to in 
the Gospel of John, chapter four, where Jesus had 
His conversation with the woman of Samaria about 
the Living Water. There was one more important — 
transaction; that was when David as King of Israel] 
purchased from Arunah, the Jebusite king, both 
the threshing-floor and the oxen for fifty shekels 
of silver, on. Mount Moriah; and the whole place 
for six hundred shekels of gold by weight. (2 Sam. 
24:24; 1 Chron. 21:25). 


These places are not in the possession of Israel 
today. The Mosque at Hebron, on the site of the 
cave of Macpelah, is in Moslem hands, as is also 
the center of the City of Jerusalem, where the 
Dome of the Rock stands over the scene of the 
offering of Isaac by his father Abraham. The site 
of Jacob’s well is in the hands of the Greek Church 
and on it is erected a church in which are ikons, 
candles and incense with black-robed priests who 
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minister. O Israel, what has become of thy great 
heritage? 

- A third reason for Jewish aspirations to claim 
the homeland, is the fact that once this land was 
conquered by their forefathers under the military 
leadership of the great Joshua, the son of Nun. 
This was not only at the order of Jehovah, the 
God of the Universe, but with miraculous help 
extended again and again which brought about the 
defeat of their enemies and God’s. Read the first 
chapters of the Book of Joshua for the order of 
events that transpired during the conquest of the 
land. 


There is a fourth reason also, for Israel’s right 
to the land, and that is the fact of their long 
possession of it. The Arabs and their friends claim 
that “Palestine was, and never ceased to be, occu- 
pied by them through many long centuries,’”’ and, 
therefore, by right of possession it belongs to them. 
A look into the past will remove this claim. The 
Jews were the masters over Palestine from the 
days of Joshua till their dispersion by Titus in 
70 A.D. Even during the period of the Babylonian 
exile, the poor of the land remained to till the soil 
until the return of the exiles under Ezra and 


N ehemiah. 


1. Israel was in Palestine from the third quarter 
of the thirteenth century, B.C. till 70 A.D., nearly 
1100 years. 


2. Rome was the master over the land from 68 
A.D. to 634 A.D., or 566 years. 


3. The Arabs ruled from 634 A.D. to 1099 A.D., 
or 465 years. 


4. The Christians during the Crusades from 1099 
A.D. to 1188, or 89 years. 


5. Egypt ruled from 1187 A.D. to 1516 A.D., or 
for a period of 329 years. 


6. The Turks were in the land from 1516 A.D. 
to 1918 A.D., or 492 years. 


Mention should be made also of the fact that 
even during the Roman rule Jews lived in Pales- 
tine for many centuries, and during the Arabic 
period the Jews who lived there often rebelled 


against them. 


A fifth reason, that must certainly not be over- 
looked, is the fact that at no time during the long 
exile have the Jews given up the hope, or the claim 
to that land, Even in the dreariest times and dur- 
ing the darkest days, Zion was never forgotten. In 
their homes and synagogues their prayer was, as it 
still is, “‘O bring us in peace from the four corners 
of the earth, and lead us securely unto our land, 
for Thou art the God who worketh salvation, who 
hath selected us in preference to every people and 
language, and put near to Thy Great.Name.” Also 
the following during the morning prayer-session: 
“And to Jerusalem, Thy City, do Thou return in 
mercy, and dwell therein as Thou hast promised. O 
rebuild it shortly even in our days an everlasting 
structure, and speedily establish the throne of 
David therein. Blessed art Thou, O, Lord, who re- 
buildeth Jerusalem. Comfort, O Lord, our God! 
the mourners of Zion and the mourners of Jerusa- 
lem, the city that is mournful, laid waste, despised 
and desolate.”’ 


My sixth and fina] reason is most important. It 
the Bible which most of the great Bible teachers 
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think belong to Israel. With all due respect to Prof. 
Albertus Pieters, D.D. of Holland, Michigan (See 
his recent article on ‘‘Prophecy and the Jew’), 
and other theologians who would strip poor Israel 
of blessings that rightly belong to them, the Word 
of God does contain a number of promises that 
tell of days to come when there shall be a returning 
of Israel to the land of their fathers. This re- 
— carries the guarantee of Almighty God 
imself. 


Sin and unbelief have brought Israel into exile 
and much persecution and suffering, but God’s 
promises have never been forfeited. When Israel 
was yet in the wilderness and the warnings against 
disobedience were given, God said: “And yet for 
all that, when they be in the land of their enemies, 
I will not cast them away, neither will I abhor 
them, to destroy them utterly, and to break my 
covenant with them: for I am the Lord their God.” 
(Lev. 26:44). 3 


“Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that it shall no more be said, The Lord liveth, 
that brought up the children of Israel out of the 
land of Egypt; But, the Lord liveth, that brought 
up the children of Israel from the land of the 
north, and from all the lands whither he had driven 
them: and I will bring them again into their land 
that I gave unto their fathers, Behold, I will send 
for many fishers, saith the Lord, and they shall 
fish them; and after will I send for many hunters, 
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and they shall hunt them from every mountain, 
and from every hill, and out of the holes of the 
rocks.” (Jer. 16:14-16). 


“Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, 
whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in 
my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring 
them again unto this place, and I will cause them 
to dwell safely: For thus saith the Lord; like as I 
have brought all this great evil upon this people, 
so will I bring them all the good that I have 
promised them.” (Jer. 32:37,42). 


In the 34th chapter of Ezekiel there are severa] 
precious “I wills” concerning exiled Israel. Israel’s 
true Shepherd is after His lost sheep, and we 
hear Him say: 


“Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, 
and seek them out’? (Verse 11). 


“T will deliver them out of all places where they 
have been scattered (Verse 12). 


“T will bring them out from the people, and 
gather them from the countries” (Verse 13). 


“IT will feed them in a good pasture” (Verse 14). 


“T will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord”’ 
(Verse 15). 


“Behold, I will bring health and cure to my peo- 
ple. ... and will reveal unto them. the abundance 
of peace and truth, And I will cause the captivity 
of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, 
and will build them, as at first. And I will cleanse 
them from all their iniquity, whereby they have 
sinned against me; and I will pardon all their 
iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and whereby 
they have transgressed against me. And it shall 
be to me a name of joy, a praise and a honor 
before all the nations. of the earth, which shall 
— ay the good that I do unto them.” (Jeremiah 


One of our greatly beloved Hebrew Christians, 
the late Adolph Saphir, said: “There is a Book 
different —_ all other books, commonly and just- 
ly called The Book, that Book is the Bible. There 


is a Nation different from all other nations, a Pe- 


culiar Nation, and that Nation is Israel. There is 
a Land, different from all other lands, Eretz 
Israel, the Land of Israel, Palestine.”’ 


These three, the Peculiar Book, the Peculiar 
People and the Peculiar Land, must always be 
viewed together. What God has put together let 
no man, be he theologian or politician, put asun- 
der. They cannot be explained on purely natural 
grounds, political, philosophical, or what not. Each 
has a Divine origin, a Divine history, and a Divine 
predictive future. 


And may I be permitted to add one more eternal 
Truth, a fourth one? It is this: There is also a Man, 


different from all other men, The Man, Christ 


Jesus. Through these four fundamentals: The 
Book, The Nation, The Land, The Man, all of the 
purposes of God will be fulfilled. “The wilderness 
and the dry land shall be glad; and the desert 
shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall 
blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy 


and singing; the glory of Lebanon shall be given 


unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they 
shall see the glory of Jehovah, the excellency of 
our God.” (Isaiah 35:1,2). “For the earth shall 
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” (Hab, 2:14). 
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The story of the many restorations of the Jews 
-from slavery to freedom by this Covenant-keep- 
ing God, when compared with the final restoration, 
commencing in our own day, suggests much food 
for thought. The measures God used, and the men 
He chose for His purpose, should also be noted. 
Freedom from Egyptian Bondage was brought 
about through Moses, the son of a slave. From 
Babylon they received their freedom through a 
pagan Emperor; from our present captivity and 
great anguish, we will be saved through the re- 
jected Son of God, our own promised Messiah. 
“And I will pour upon the house of David, and 


upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of 
grace and of supplications: and they shall look 
upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall 
mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, 
and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is 
in bitterness for his first born.”? (Zechariah 12:10). 
Their cry will then be: 


“This is our God, we have waited for Him, and | 
He will save us.” (Isaiah 35:9). — 


“Even so come, Lord Jesus.’ 


*“Bethany,” Baltimore 16, Md. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For June 20: The Hope 
For The Messiah 


Scripture: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 22-31; Daniel 7:13 - 


14; Zechariah 3:8-10; 6:12-13; 9:9-10; 12:10; 
10:14. Devotional Reading: Luke 
1:46-55. 


Mary closes her hymn of praise and thanksgiving 
to God with these words: ‘“‘As He spake to our 
fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever.’’ The 
hope for the Messiah, born in the Garden of Eden 
with the first great promise that the seed of the 
woman should bruise the serpent’s head, grew 
brighter and more specific as the centuries rolled 
by. It was given especially to Abraham who was 
told that in his seed all the nations of the earth 
would be blessed. David was given the promise 
that from him there should come One Who should 
sit upon an everlasting throne. This hope was taken 
as the theme of many of the prophets. We have for 
our lesson only a few of these prophecies. 


The whole book of Isaiah is permeated with this 
glorious thought and affords our richest field for 
study. While we confine ourselves to other Scrip- 
tures today, no study of this Hope for the Messiah 
would be complete without the rich passages we 
find in Isaiah, like Is. 7:14-16; 9:1-7; 11:1-9; 32:1- 
+. 40:1-11; 42:1-4; 48:7-10; 53:1-12; 55:1-5; 61:1- 

etc. 


The Good Shepherd: Ezekiel 34:11-16. There is 
no more beautiful figure used of Christ than that 
of The Good Shepherd. 


Ezekiel has been reproving the false, “hireling’”’ 
shepherds of his day who had been fattening them- 
selves and neglecting and starving the sheep. In 
connection with this denunciation of these false 
and idle shepherds he draws this beautiful picture 
and prediction of the coming Shepherd of Israel. 
David uses the same figure in the twenty-third 
Psalm, and our Savior enlarges upon it in the well- 
known verses in John 10: “I am the Good Shepherd: 
the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.”’ 
The hireling fleeth because he is an hireling and 
careth not for the sheep. 


In the selection before us there are several 
things which He promises to do for His sheep: (1) 
He will search for them and seek them. If we 
will turn to the 15th. chapter of Luke and read 
the parable of the Lost Sheep we will find this 


beautifully illustrated. After Moody preached on 
this parable, Sankey sung for the first time the 
touching hymn, “There Were Ninety and Nine that 
Safely lay in the shelter of the fold” etc. (2) He 
will feed them. The 23rd. Psalm is a lovely portrait 
of the Lord as our Shepherd, leading and feeding 
the flock. (8) He will save them from their 
enemies. Sheep are helpless animals, an easy prey 
for wolves and other fierce animals. ‘Fear not, 
little flock,’”’ said our Savior to the disciples. (4) 
He will greatly bless them: “‘There shall be showers 
of blessing.”’ 


The Great King: Daniel 7:13-14. This vision of 
Daniel comes at the close of the vision of the “four 
beasts’? which the prophet saw in the first year of 
Belshazzar. These four beasts came up from the 
sea; one was like a lion and had eagle’s wings; a 
second, like a bear; the third, like a leopard; the 
fourth, dreadful and terrible, diverse from all the 
beasts which came before it, and it had ten horns. 
These beasts are four kings which shall arise out 
of the earth. “But the saints of the most High 
shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom 
for ever, even for ever and ever.” 


It is a striking imagery, this of the beasts, for 
even today certain beasts and birds are the symbols 
of nations—the lion, for England, the bear, for 
the Soviet Union, the eagle, for our country. 


But in the midst of the “beasts” which Daniel 
saw there arose One like the Son of Man. “And 
there was given him dominion, and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all people, nations and languages 
should serve Him: his dominion is‘an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.’”’ The 
earthly kings and kingdoms would pass away, one 
following the other in succession. We have seen 
how true this picture was, of the progression of 
world-conquerors and world kingdoms. 


The balance of the chapter, and other chapters 
in Daniel, enlarge upon the vision and explain it. 
It is one of the outstanding thoughts of the whole. 
book. It was most natural and fitting that Daniel 
should be given these great dreams and visions of 
world affairs, and to think of the Messiah in His 
relation to world powers. He was premier under 
several of these monarchs, beastly men, and saw 
the nature of their kingdoms. (See also the vision 
in Chapter 2, and its interpretation). (Compare 
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Now is the time for you to get 
a head start on that possible 
summer let-up in Sunday School 
interest. Prompt action now can 
mean victory instead of defeat. 


Boost your attendance this summer by ssa off the July quarter 
with Scripture Press Sunday School Lessons (All Bible Graded Series). 
Hundreds of thousands of teachers and pupils enjoy these Bible-centered, 
pupil-slanted lessons every week. Their value for increasing attendance, 


winning souls, and buildin 


Christian character has been proved in 


thousands of Sunday Schools and churches across the nation. 

Examine the Scripture Press lessons and see for yourself why Christian 
workers everywhere are praising them. Get sample lessons and complete 
information by filling the coupon and mailing it. DON’T PUT IT 
OFF—DO IT TODAY. 


Bible-centered, with the whole Bible 
as the textbook. 


Departmentally graded for “all age 
levels, Nursery through Senior, with a 
Teacher Training Course for adults. 


Timely, with fresh editions each quar- 
ter for their every department except 
Nur sery. 


Correlated, with one central aim in 
worship, instruction, and expression. 


Adaptable to any Bible-loving Sunday 
School, be it large or small, long- or 
short-sessioned. 


Dept. 
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with the whole Book of Revelation, where the vic- 
tory of the Lamb is vividly portraved in symbolic 
language). The kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ. 


The Great Priest: Zechariah 3:8-10; 6:12-13; 
9:9-10; 12:10; 13:1. The predominating note in 
these selections seems to be the priestly char- 
acter and work of the coming Messiah, although 
other aspects of His life are touched upon. 


In 3:8-10 and 6:12-13 He is called the “‘Branch.”’ 
If we turn to Isaiah 11:1 we find these words, 
‘“‘And there shall come forth a rod (shoot) out of 
the stem (stock) of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow 
out of his roots’ (Shall bear fruit). Then there 
follows a description of this Branch. He is to be a 
just and righteous ruler and his kingdom shall be 
one of peace, and the Gentiles shall be included 
in it. In Zech. 3:8-10 the Lord says, “and I will 
remove the iniquity of that land in one day.” (Is 
there a reference here to what took place on the 
great Day of Atonement, when the iniquity of 
of Israel was “taken away’’?) In Zech. 6:12,13 the 
Branch shall build the temple of the Lord, ‘‘and he 
shall be a priest upon his throne’’—a ‘‘King-Priest.”’ 


In 9:9-10 we have the description of Jesus riding 
into Jerusalem on a colt which was fulfilled, as we 
see in John 12:15 and Matthew 21:5. Here we are 
also told that “his dominion shall be from sea to 
nora pe from the river even to the ends of the 
earth.” 


In 12:10 we have one of those minute prophecies 
concerning the Messiah which was exactly ful- 
filled: ‘‘and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced.” Let us turn to John 19:34-37: “But 
one of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side, 
and forthwith came there out blood and water— 
and again another Scripture saith, “They shall look 
on Him whom they have pierced.” Bengel, the 
great Bible student and expositor says, “I crept 
into the heart of God on the point of a spear.’’ 
We see the priestly work of the Messiah, as He 
was “wounded for our transgressions.” 


‘See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown’’? 


In 13:1 the cleansing power of this sacrifice, this 
priestly work of the Messiah is foretold: “In that 
day there shall be a fountain opened to the house 
of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for 
sin and for uncleanness.’’ One of the best known 
and loved of our hymns is based upon this teach- 
ing which is so common in the Word of God. 


“There is a fountain fill’d with blood, 
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; 
And sinners, plung’d beneath that flood, 

Lose all their guilty stains. 


Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 
__ Shall never lose its power 
Till all the ransomed church of God 
Be saved, to sin no more.” 


Is Christ, the Messiah, our Great Shepherd, King, 
and Priest? Has His blood cleansed us from our 
sins? 


Lesson For June 27: From 
Malachi To Christ 
Scripture: Daniel 2:31-45; 8; 11; Malachi 3:1-5; 
4; Luke 1:67-79; 2:25-33; John 10:22-23. De- 
votional Reading: Psalms 130:1-8. 


There are three expressions in Psalm 130 which 
well describes the attitude of the devout Jew during 
these “Silent Years” between Malachi and Christ. 
In verse 5 we read; “I wait for the Lord’’; this 
was a period of patient waiting. In verse seven: 
“Let Israel hope in the Lord’’—the Jews never en- 
tirely lost hope of the coming Messiah. In verse 
8: “And He shall redeem Israel from all his ini- 
quities’”’,—the pious and believing Jew was looking 
for “the Redemption of Israel.” 


I. A Preview of History: Daniel 2:31-45; 8; 11. 
To Daniel were given these tremendous visions pic- 
turing world conditions for centuries to come. 


1. The first of these Dan. 2:31-45 is in connec- 
tion with the dream of Nebuchadnezzar; a dream 
which he had forgotten. He demanded that the 

wise men tell him his dream and also the interpre- 
tation. The Chaldeans answered in their exaspera- 
tion; “There is not a man upon the earth that can 
show the king’s matter.’”’ But the angry monarch, 
(and we see here a good illustration of Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s character), sent forth a decree that all the 
wise men should be slain. Daniel, who was one 
of the “wise men’’—in fact, the wisest of all the 
wise men—asked for time, and calling his friends, 
made a compact of prayer with them. “Then was 


the secret revealed unto Daniel in the night vision. — 


Then Daniel blessed the God of Heaven.”’ 


May we linger here for the practical lesson, or 


lessons (1) The power of prayer and its place in — 


the life of Daniel. The first thing that came to this 
man, in all emergencies, was the call to prayer. Is 
that the case with us? (2) God often visits us at 
night: He gives, “Songs in the night,’”? He speaks 
to us at night, He gives visions in the night. (3) 
Daniel “blessed,” or thanked, God when his prayer 
is answered. Do we always do this, just as soon as 
the answer comes, or do we forget: Were there 
not ten cleansed; where are the nine? ; 


He not only tells the king his dream, but takes 
this opportunity to bear a striking testimony to 
God by giving Him all the credit and praise. (See 
Verses 20-30). 


Verses 31:45 give -the interpretation of the 
dream, and is one of the most striking and im- 
portant prophesies in the Bible, for it has been so 


- literally and clearly fulfilled that it put the stamp 


of full inspiration upon this book. The king had 
seen a great image, its head of gold, breast and 
arms of silver, his belly and thigh, brass; his legs 
iron; his feet, part iron, and part clay. Then there 
came a stone, cut out without hands, and this stone 
smote the image upon its feet and broke it to 
pieces. 


There follows the interpretation. Nebuchadnezzar 
was the head of gold; then another kingdom in- 
ferior to his (silver is not as valuable as gold); 
then a third of brass; then a fourth of iron—strong 
as iron at first, but later, part of iron and part 
of clay, indicating weakness as well as strength. 
This is an exact picture, it seems, of the Roman 
Empire. 


The Stone represented the Kingdom which God 
Himself should set up, which would break in pieces 
the image and stand forever. 


It is easy to see these kingdoms in the history 
of the nations since Daniel’s day: First, Nebuchad- 
nezzar in all his splendor, then the Medo-Persian, 
then Greece under Alexander the Great, then the 
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Roman Empire. As we all know, it was _ during 


the days of the Roman Empire that the Messiah 
came. Since the “Decline and Fall of the Roman 


Empire,” the monarchies and Democracies have 
© been mixed together, as we find them today. We 


have both extremes, and some that are between 
the two. The “iron and clay” are strangely mixed 


+ up in our time. 


This vision is not only a picture of world con- 


. ditions, but a prophecy concerning the coming 


Messiah. 
29. The Ram and the Goat: Chapter 8. In this 


q vision the struggle between the Medo-Persian Em- 


pire and Alexander the Great is graphically por- 


trayed under the symbols of a Ram and a Goat. 
So realistic and terrible was the picture that . 


Daniel was sick certain days. 


8. The Kings of the South and the North: Chap- 
ter 11. We have in this chapter an account of the 
struggles between these two, with final victory for 
the king of the north. : 

In all these visions of Daniel we have the pre- 
view of the veriod of time between Malachi and 
Christ, as well as other prophecies. 


II. Judgment Pronounced: Malachi 3:1-5; 4. The 
coming of ““My Messenger,” the Messenger of the 
Lord, and the coming of the Lord Himself, are 
given us in these verses from Malachi. This refers 
to a time of judgment: “But who may abide the 
day of His coming? and who shall stand when He 
appeareth? “And I will come near to you in 


judgment.” 


In the nrophecies about Christ we find two 
asnects of His coming constantly referred to: (1) 
He comes, as described for us in Isaiah 58 and 
other places, as the Servant of Jehovah, to suffer, 
die. and redeem His people. (2) He comes to Judge 
and Reigen—to usher in the Great and Terrible 
Day of the Lord. Malachi is here speaking of this 
second aspect of His coming. 


This is further described for us in chapter 4. 
The Day of the Lord is a day of destruction of the 
wicked, and a dav of victorv and blessedness for 
those who fear His name. We are familiar with 


this double phase of the Judgment Day: Then > 


shall He say to those on His right hand, come, ye 


blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared | 


for you from the foundation of the world; and He 
shall say to those on His left, depart from Me. 


III. Thanksgiving for Fulfilled Promises: Luke 
1:67-71; 2:25-38. 


1. The first is Zacharias’ Song or Prophecy at 
the birth of John—the Messenger who came to pre- 
pare for the coming of the Lord. Zacharias was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and spake these beauti- 
ful words. Let us see a few of his expressions: 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath 
visited and redeemed His people—As he spake by 
the mouth of his holy prophets that we should be 


saved from our enemies—and thou, child, shalt be 


called the prophet of the Highest—to give knowl- 
edge of salvation unto His people by the re- 
mission of their sins—whereby the dayspring from 
on high hath visited us, to give light to them that 
sit in darkness.” Here is recognition on the part 
of Zacharias of that glorious hope which had been 
in the hearts of these devout Jews all these cen- 


turies. 


2. In Luke 2:25-33 we have the words of Simeon, 
a just and devout man who was waiting for the 
consolation of Israel. It had been revealed to him 
that he should not see death until he had seen 
the Lord’s Christ. He took the child Jesus up in 


_ his arms and blessed God, saying: “Lord now lettest 


thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy 
word: for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation—a 
light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy 
people Israel.” 


IV. Jesus Walking in the Temple: John 10:22-23. 
Here is at least a partial fulfillment of Malachi 
3:1: “Shall suddenly come to His temple”; “And 
Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch.” 
Jesus, as a boy was found in the Temple asking 
questions of the doctors of the law, and answering 
their questions, and when reproved by His mother, 
He said, wist ye not that I must be about my Fath- 
er’s business (Or in my Father’s house). He 
cleansed the Temple twice, once in the early part 
of His ministry, and again not long before His 
death. So we might say that this prophecy of Mala- 
chi was fulfilled over and over again during His 
days on earth. But there is another coming of 
Christ which is to be sudden and glorious—His 
comifg as Judge and King; so we do not feel that 
the prophecy in Malachi has had its complete ful- 
fillment as yet. 


The Analytical Bible has a splendid article on 
“From Malachi to Christ.” It is well worth reading. 
Some valuable material will be found, of course 
in Bose Apocryphal Books, especially I and II Mac- 
cabees. 


V. The Strengthening Power of True Friend- 
ship: I Samuel 23:16: “And Jonathan, Saul’s son 
arose, and went to David in the wood, and strength- 
ened his hand in God.”’ , 


Saul continued to hunt David, and it was while 
he was in the wilderness of Ziph that Jonathan 
came to him. It looked as though David was “done 
for,” but in this hour of supreme need and dis- 
couragement his friend came to his succor. 


The writer, as well as all who read, knows 
what this means. He spent some trying days in a 
hospital recently, and his friends “strengthened his 
hand in the Lord.” Our: friends mean something 
when we are “in the wood.” ° 


VI. The Surpassing Beauty of True Friendship: 
II Samuel 1:26: “Thy love to me was wonderful, 
passing the love of women”’: So sings David as he 
remembers his friend in the beautiful poem he 
wrote at his death. 


Tears often show the depth of our friendship. 
This was no “put on” affair, but the outward evi- 
dence of broken hearts. Tender hearts are marks 
of true friendship: “Jesus wept.” 


VII. The Obligation of True Friendship: II 
Samuel 21:7. David and Jonathan made a covenant. 
One of the contracting parties is dead, but David 
remembers and is true to the promise he made his 
friend. The obligations of true friendship are not 
broken by death: we can remember our de 
friends by being kind to those whom they leave 
behind. How often some one says to a young 
person: “I knew your father; he was a great friend 
to me; if I.can do anything for you, let me know.” 
David remembered his friend Jonathan by being 
kind to Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan. 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For June 
| June 20: A Christian's Taproot 


Introduction 


A tree that stands alone year after year and 
brings forth its leaves and fruit despite the winds 
that beat upon it has a tap root that goes far down 
into the earth until it reaches moisture and through 
that tap root strength and life come to that tree 
regardless of what happens on the outside. 


Most of us are born into good homes in which 
we live a sheltered life for many years, with 
all of our needs met and all of life planned. But 
to every life, sooner or later, there comes the 
day when the shelter is destroyed and we are on 
our own amid the strain and stress of life and 
death. In that day we shall only be able to stand if 
we have a tap root, like that tree, that reaches 
to the very mind and heart of God to supply us 
continually with every thing we need to withstand 
in the evil day and having done all to stand. 


When we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ with 
a Spirit-born faith we are branches in the true 
vine, the living Christ, we are rooted and grounded 
in Him. Prayer is one of the means by which that 
life that is ours in Christ can flow into our lives 
and become our very own for every time of need. 


As we read through the Bible we find the deep 
experiences of men with whom God dealt. God 
is the same today as He was then, and we are 
still men of like passions as those with whom God 
dealt in days of old. Let us see clearly how we 
can lay hold on God for strength in time of need 
by studying some of the men who prayed in days 
gone by, when they prayed, and how God answered 
their prayers. 


Men Who Prayed 


1. In Time of Great Danger, Gideon Prayed: 
Judges 6:11-18. 

2. In Time of Great Responsibility, Solomon 
Prayed: I Kings 3:4-10. 

3. In Time of Great Opportunity, Nehemiah 
Prayed: Neh. 1:4-11. 


4. In Time of Great Need, Hezekiah, Prayed: 


2 Kings 19:14-19, 35. 
5. Our Lord Prayed before Daily Routine: Mark 
1:35 and in time of Great Crisis: Matt. 26:26. ° 


6. Paul Advised Prayer at All Times: Philip- 
pians 4:5-6. 


Hindrances To Prayer 


Only those who have truly been born again can 
pray to God, but often those who do pray are dis- 


couraged because nothing seems to happen. Prayer, - 


like all other things that God has provided, must 
be used correctly and with the proper attilude. 
Some times our prayers are hindered because there 
is something wrong in us, in our relations to others, 
or in our reason for praying. Here are some com- 
mon hindrances to prayer: 


1. Selfishness in Our Prayer: James 4:2. 


2. Sin in Our Lives: Psalm 66:18. (a) Indiffey. 
ence to the Bible. Prov. 28:9. (b) Covetousness. 
Malachi 3:7-10. (c) Rebellion in the family. 1 Pete, 
3:5-7. (d) Unforgiving spirit. Matt. 5:23-24. (e) 
Unbelief. James 1:5-7. 


Suggestions 


Using the program outline in Presbyterian Youth 
this material could be worked into the section of 
talks. The first talk should be along the line of the 
theme, Prayer as a Taproot. This should be fol. 
lowed by several giving briefly the incidents from 
the lives of men who prayed. Finally the hindrances 
to prayer should be presented and discussed by 
different ones. Always keep before your group the 
thought that God has set down a way of prayu 
and you and I must fulfill the conditions if we are 
to really pray. Just anybody going through the 
motions does not necessarily mean that that person 
has prayed. 


— 


June 27: Marks Of A Grouch 


Introduction 


Once upon a time a minister asked a little boy 
who was not very regular at Sunday school and 
church the question, ‘‘Why are you not as religious 
as your sister? She really enjovs her religion.” 
Quickly as a flash the little boy replied, “‘She may 
enjoy her religion but none of the rest of us in the 
house do.”’ It is all too true that some times we 
who seek most earnestly to follow Christ may have 
the marks of a grouch in our daily lives so that we 
make everybody else feel uneasy and unhappy from 
time to time. How can we help it? 


Some times we are grouchy because we don’t 
feel good or because there is something wrong 
with our health. But mose of the time we are 
grouchy simply because we are selfish, unhappy, 
worried, or just plain defeated in the things we 
want. The only answer to really overcoming these 
things is to find the secret of a triumphant Chris- 
tian life. When we are really right with Christ we 
have an even temper of good will and good humor 
that makes us right with others. Paul outlines the 


secret for us in Galatians. 


SCRIPTURE LESSSON 
Galations 5:15-26 


1. Our Hearts: A Battleground. Verses 15-17. 
Naturally our heart desires that we satisfy the 
lusts of our body for food, clothing, pleasure, 
recognition, and all the rest. Then we meet the 
Lord Jesus Christ in faith and are born again. 
When we are the Holy Spirit comes into our hearts 
and begins to make us want to live for Christ, 
others, righteousness, and justice. Then our hearts 
become a battleground and the flesh and the Spirit 
are at war. There is no peace, poise and power to 
our Christian life until we die to the self and lect 


Christ by His Spirit possess us wholly. When we 


learn to walk by means of the power of the Spirit 
we do not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. 


2. Our Flesh: A Parade Ground. Verses 18-21. 
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It is very easy for us to know which side is win- 
ning in our spiritual lives. Paul enumerates the fruit 
of the flesh and if these things are evident in us, 
then it is evident that the flesh is dominating in 
our lives. As we look at these things we see that 
they are things that a grouch will have in his ile, 
things that make a person feel bad, make others 
mad, and make our world a mess. | 


3. Our Lives: A Proving Ground. Verse 22-26. 
But if the Spirit is living and reigning in our hearts 
our lives will prove the fact by bringing forth ix 
every day life the fruit of the Spirit. ‘As we 
examine the fruit of the Spirit we see that such 
fruit makes the man who has it happy, makes others 
like that kind of a man, and is the very thing that 
we need in the life of mankind today if we are 
to solve our problems. 


Suggestions 
Use the suggested program outline in Presby- 
terian Youth, but insert this study of the spiritual 
life as a Bible study. The Bible study may then 
be illustrated by the skits suggested. 


Church News 


Radio Broadcast Of Assembly 
Proceedings | 


The American Broadcasting Company is plan- 
ning to broadcast proceedings of our General As- 
sembly over a nation-wide network on Tuesday 
afternoon, June 1, at 5:30 o’clock, Eastern Stan- 
dard Time. 


East Alabama Presbytery 


The 100th Semi-annual Stated Meeting of the 
Presbytery of East Alabama met at the First Pres- 
byterian Church, April 21st and 22nd. 


The first session took place Tuesday evening at 


7:30 o’clock. Dr. J. G. Patton, Jr., Assembly’s Sec- 
retary of Stewardship, gave an inspiring address 
on the opportunities and possibilities of the expand- 
ing Presbyterian Church. Wednesday’s session con- 
sisted ‘of reports concerning the work in the Gen- 
eral Assembly, Synod, and Presbytery. Also, Mr. 
S. J. Patterson, Jr., Assembly’s Director of Men’s 
Work, spoke at the Men’s Rally immediately follow- 
ing supper. 


The following ministers were received into the 
Presbytery: Rev. Oliver N. Hamby, First Presby- 
terian Church, Enterprise, Alabama; Rev. Eugene 
P. Poe, Asst. Pastor in charge of Student Work, 
First Presbyterian Church, Auburn, Ala.; Rev. W. 


H. Eubank, Stated Supply of the Clayton group 


of churches, Clayton, Ala. 


Mrs. Joel E. Johnson, retiring President of the 
Woman’s Auxiliary, East Alabama Presbyterial, 
reported on the work of the Woman’s Auxiliary. 


Rev. Everett Phillips, Pastor of First Presby- 
terian Church, Alexander City, was elected Mod- 
erator. Dr. H. E. Russell, Pastor of Trinity Pres- 
byterian Church, Montgomery, was elected Modera- 
tor-nominee. Rev. Cecil B. Lawter, Pastor of Me- 
morial Presbyterian Church, was the retiring Mod- 
erator. 


The Presbytery adjourned to meet again on June 


15, 1948, at 10:00 A.M., in the First Presbyterian 


Church, Montgomery. 


McCALLIE 


FORTY-FOURTH YEAR UNDER SAME 
HEADMASTERS 


Dr. S. J. & J. P. McCallie. Christian atmo- 
sphere and environment. Prepares boys for 
best colleges. Entrance by examination to 
Grades 7-12. Limited enrollment. Athletics re- 
quired. Semi-military, rated excellent by War 
Department. Accredited ten weeks’ summer 
school. Separate summer camp for boys, ages 
9-14, 


FOR CATALOG ADDRESS 


S. J. McCALLIE, JR. 


Associate Headmaster 


THE McCALLIE SCHOOL 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


FREE to any evangelical Christian Min- 
ister, Sunday School or Missionary Super- 
intendent, one copy of "A SPIRITUAL 
LIGHT SWITCH” for each family in his 
congregation providing he will agree to 
give a talk on TITHING before distribu- 
tion. Write stating number of leaflets de 
sired to TITHER, 417-SP South Hill Street, 
Los Angeles 13, California. 


ANNAPOLIS, MD. 


The Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S., the Reverend Dr. 
J. R. Cunningham, President of Davidson College, 
and the Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the USA, Dr. Wilbur 
LaRoe, of Washington, D. C., met Annapolis, 
Maryland, on Thursday, 6 May 1948, and officiated 
in laying the cornerstone of the First Presbyterian 
Church. This church, while under the USA As- 
sembly, has been the spiritual home of many 
officers and midshipmen for more than a century, 
and is now being enlarged and remodeled in order 


to provide seating space for the growing Mid- 


shipman Church Party and congregation. 
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Tuscaloosa Presbytery 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery met for its regular spring 
session in the Selma (Ala.) First Church on April 
20, 1948. Present: 15 ministers and 26 rulin 
elders, 4 visiting elders and 2 deacons. | 


Rev. R. L. Kell was elected Moderator. Rev. F. E. 
Bagby was received from Meridian Presbytery. The 


Ad Interim Committee on Overtures concerning 


Union recommended that the General Assembly be 
overtured to take no further steps in this matter 
at this time, but allow at least another year for 
continued study and prayer. However a substitute 
was offered, that the Presbytery go on record as 
opposing union on any condition whatever and that 
the Assembly be overtured to discuss the Com- 
mittee on Union. This was adopted by a vote of 


19 to 


The Home Mission Committee announced a bud- 
get of $7,998.00 for the new year to maintain a 
superintendent and aid 22 churches. A new church 
building has been dedicated at Bethel Second. The 
Committee on Negro Work recommended Outpost 
Sunday Schools. An overture to the Assembly was 
adopted asking that body to memorialize Congress 
in humble petition to safeguard the heritage of our 
nation in the matter of religious freedom which is 
being encroached upon in the name of the Consti- 
tution. The invitation of the Marion Junctjon 
Church for the next meeting was accepted for 


July 20, 1948. 
R. E. Fulton, Stated Clerk. 


Contributions Received 


Contributions of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
to the General Assembly’s Training School, Rich- 
mond, Va. For the Month of April: 1948, $4,- 
837.74; 1947, $5,399.30. 3 


Young Adults 


Their Church And Its Problems 


At the first meeting of the Young Adult Con- 
ference Planning Committee it was decided that 
the program for the Young Adult Conference to 
be held in Montreat, N. C., June 30 through July 
4, should be designed to help the young adults 
themselves with their problems, and to familiarize 
them with their Church’s plans for the future, as 
well as give them the privilege of hearing and 
meeting some of the leaders of the Church. 


The following are included on the-program: Dr. 
H. H. Thompson, Director of the Committee on 
Evangelism; Dr. Lawrence F. Kinney, Professor of 
Bible, Southwestern University; Dr. J. M. Godard, 
Dean, Queens College; Mrs. J. M. Godard, Char- 
lotte, N. C.; Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, Executive Secre- 
tary, the Presbyterian Program of Progress; Col. 
Roy LeCraw, Campaign Director of the Presbyte- 
rian Program of Progress; Dr. Wallace M. Alston, 
Pastor, Druid Hills Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, 
Ga.; Mr. Roy A. Hogrefe, Assistant in Adult Edu- 
cation and Men’s Work; Dr. J. C. Faw, Secretary 
of Council of Social Agencies, Richmond, Va.; Dr. 
Joseph M. Garrison, Pastor, Church of the Cove- 
nant, Greensboro, N. C.; Mr. S. J. Patterson, Jr., 


COLUMBIA 


‘THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
DECATUR . GEORGIA 


Founded 1828 


Distinguished Faculty - Select Student Body 
Excellent Library - Beautiful Campus and 
Buildings - Strategic Location in the 
Heart of the Southeast 
Participating in the University Center De- 
velopment of Georgia - Accredited by the 
American Association of Theological Schools 
SCHOLARLY IN EMPHASIS 
CONSERVATIVE IN OUTLOOK 
PROGRESSIVE IN METHOD 
EVANGELICAL IN SPIRIT 


Fall Session Opens September 15, 1948 
For Information Address 


J. McDowell Richards . President 


Director of Adult Education and Men’s Work; Mr. 
T. B. Jackson, business man, Rock Hill, S. C.; Rev. 
C. Ellis Nelson, Director of Young People’s Work; 
Dr. Charles E. S. Kraemer, Pastor, First Presbyte- 
rian Church, Charlotte, N. C.; Dr. James M. Carr, 
Regional Director, Synod of Appalachia; Rev. J. 
Walter Dickson, Pastor, Fairmont Presbyterian 
Church, Knoxville, Tenn.; and Dr. J. Rupert Mc- 
Gregor, President, Mountain Retreat Association. 


The Young Adults of our Assembly are indeed 
privileged to have such a fine and capable faculty 
to lead them in the development of their program. 
God has blessed them in their efforts to obtain the 
ones whom He has inspired with the ability neces- 
sary for the task. 


The program has been developed to give more 
free time than has been previously allotted for 
such conferences, because many of those in attend- 
ance will be using their vacation period. The com- 
mittee has kept in mind that the thing necessary to 
the future of the Church is the relationship of the 
home to God and to the Church. Therefore, the 


program as planned will portray a clear picture of 


the home and the Church and the problems relating 
to both as they have a mutual relationship to God. 
This committee consists of: Mr. R. A. White, Jr., 
Director of Religious Education, North Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga., Chairman; Miss 
Sara Bean, Birmingham, Ala., Co-chairman, recent- 
ly succeeded by Miss Marietta Yarnell, Montreat, 
N. C.; Mr. James E. York, Richmond, Va.; Mr. 
Ralph C. Lynn, Huntington, W. Va.; and Mr. Mil- 
vern Crozier, Houston, Tex. 


—R. A. White, Jr. 
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Foreign Mission Conference 
Montreat, N. C. — Aug. 5-11 


The Foreign Mission Conference will be held one 
week earlier this year, August 5-11. A roster of 
eminent speakers has already been secured, and a 
Conference of rich value is anticipated. Dr. T. Z. 
Koo, Secretary of the World Student Christian 
Federation, is to speak on Friday, August 6. Dr. 


Koo has traveled all over the world and is looked 


upon as an authority on mission service not only in 
China but in other lands. Dr. William Wallace, 
pastor of St. Luke’s Methodist Church in Oklahoma 
City, Okla., will open the Conference on Thursday 
evening, August 5, with an illustrated lecture on 
China; he is a dynamic speaker. Bishop John A. 
Subhan, of Allahabad, India, a Bishop of the Meth- 
odist Church in India, is to speak on Sunday eve- 
ning, August 8. Bishop Subhan was a delegate 
to the Whitby Conference last July in Toronto. Dr. 
Kenneth Latourette of Yale University is to speak 
on Wednesday morning, August 11. Other speak- 
ers include Rev. and Mrs. Paul H. Streich of our 
United Andean Indian Mission in Picalqui, Ecuador. 
This will be the first appearance of these workers 
of ours in Montreat. They have a message of pe- 
culiar interest and power. Among missionaries from 
our other fields who will be present are: Mr. and 
Mrs. J. H. Wheelock of the Agricultural College of 
the Gammon Institute, Lavras, Brazil; Dr. and Mrs. 
Hervey L. Ross of Morelia, Mexico; Rev. Vernon A. 
Anderson, Ph.D., and Mrs. Anderson, recently of 
the Congo Protestant Council in Leopoldville, Congo 
Belge; Miss Billy Gammon, Director of Young Peo- 
ple’s Work for the Protestant Churches of Brazil; 
and many others. 


A feature of the Foreign Mission Conference as 
in recent years will be the classes and special 
hours arranged for young people. Last year there 
were approximately 200 young people in attendance 
at this Conference. An even larger group is ex- 
pected this year. There will be different interest 
groups, with a special section reserved for those 
who are considering mission service as a life work. 


The Bible Hour each morning will be. taught 


by Rev. James Appleby, D.D., of Union Theological 
Seminary. 


Conferences On Christian 
Education | 


A series of Conferences on Christian Education 


_ were held in the Synod of North Carolina during 


the period April 5 to 9 under the auspices of the 
Committee on Educational Institutions. The pur- 
pose being to stimulate interest in the nine insti- 
tutions which are supported in whole or in part 
by the Presbyterians in the state as follows: David- 
son College, Queens College, Flora Macdonald Col- 
lege, Mitchell College, Peace College, Presbyterian 
Junior College for Men, Glade Valley High School, 
Union Theological Seminary, and the General As- 
sembly’s Training School. 


The general pattern for the conferences was to 
have a supper for men at which the moving picture, 
“The Church Related College,’’ furnished by Dr. 
W. H. Boggs, was shown. A general meeting fol- 
lowed at which an address was made on Christian 
Education by an outstanding speaker. Literature 
on all the institutions was distributed. A group 
from one of the schools provided music. 


KING 


BRISTOL . TENNESSEE | 


Dedicated To Christian Education ) 
Under Presbyterian Auspices 


Bachelor of Arts degree. Co-educational. Daily | 
. chapel service. Democratic social life. Health- | 
ful location in feothills of Blue Ridge Moun- | 
tains. Athletic training program provides | 

wholesome physical recreation. Eightieth year. 
) For information regarding scholarships, and | 
. for catalogue, address: | 
; R. T. L. Liston, Pres. — Box “‘J’’ | 
| 


«STORIES 


| By Cecilia Margaret Rudin, M. A. 
WHAT is America’s most popu- 


lar radio hymn? 
WHICH of blind Fanny Crosby's 
NAS 


8000 hymns is best known? 
WHO was this writer: “His Pen 
was tipped with flame”? 
Cecilio WHERE was ‘‘Onward Christian 
Morgarety { 
i i tory behind 400 
wee wy of pymnody.. uthentic. .. vividly 
and binding. Price $1.25. 
Order from your church supply house or write direct 
JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. 


Soldiers” first sung ? 
Publishers of ‘‘The Book of Life’’ 


These conferences were held in Wilmington 
where music was provided by the students of Pres- 
byterian Junior College for Men and Dr. Ben R. 
Lacy, Jr. made the address; in Wilson, music by 
students from Peace College and the address by 
Dr. Lacy; in Durham, music by a choral group 
from Flora Macdonald College, and Dr. Hunter B. 
Blakely spoke; in High Point, music by the male 
chorus from Davidson College, and the address was 
delivered by Dr. John R. Cunningham; in Charlotte, 
music by a choral group from Queens College, 
and Dr. Marshall W. Brown delivered the address. 


The results were encouraging, though the at- 
tendance in some places was not large. These meet- 
ings were arranged by Dr. Dan T. Caldwell, Di- 
rector of Christian Education in the Synod of 
North Carolina. 


Attention Christian People! 
Fourteenth Annual Camp Meeting 
June 13-27, 1948 — Mount 
Calvary Camp Grounds 
Again we bring you the ideal vacation for every- 


one. Old fashioned camp meeting, where the real 
and living God is presented for all to follow. 


We offer a well rounded day of activities be- 
ginning at 7:00 A.M. and ending at 10:30 P.M., 
including prayer, praise, singing, sermons, Bible 
study, play, eating, resting, reading, and swim- 
ming. 


Our Evangelist party includes Rev. Fred Brown 
of Chattanooga, Tennessee; our song leader, Rev. 
Jimmie Grant of Birmingham, Alabama; and our 
pianist, Mr. Cecil Butler of Pensacola. Our super- 
vised recreation is under the leadership of Mr. and 
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Mrs. Cecil Butler. Meals are to be served in dining 
hall on camp grounds at nominal cost. Also plenty 
of room on grounds for everyone to come and stay 
the entire two weeks of meeting in chaperoned 
girls’ and boys’ dormitories. 


Mount Calvary Camp Grounds are located at 
Pine Barren, Fla., only 27 miles north of Pensa- 


cola, Fla., and only 14 miles south of Flomaton, — 


Ala., on U. S. Highway 29. 
For any other information and _ reservations 
contact— 
Mrs. Leroy A. Joseph 
1014 East Bobe Street, 
Pensacola, Florida. 


SOUTHERN INSTITUTE OF 
CHURCH MUSIC 


The Georgia Chapter of the American Guild of 
Organists is to be congratulated upon the job they 
plan. They are filling a need long felt by musicians 
in every church in the South. 


On June 7th, in Atlanta’s Druid Hills Presby- 
terian Church, this organization will open its sec- 
ond annual Church Music Institute. So great were 
interest and response last year, that the Guild de- 
cided to make this an annual event. They have 
gathered for their faculty the outstanding instruc- 
tors in the various fields of church music. Their 
program is one of value to every organist and choir 
director. 


Dr. David Mc K. Williams, former organist and 
choir master of St. Bartholomews Church in New 
York, will conduct classes in service playing and 
planning, choir repertoire, and hymnology and ora- 
tories. Dr. Oliver S. Beltz former director of the 
Church Music Institute of Northwestern Univer- 
sity, will teach small choirs. Miss Grace Leeds 
Darnell, nationally-known for her work in New 
York City with junior choirs, will teach this phase 
of music. R. Deane Shure, of the Mount Vernon 
Place Methodist Church in Washington, will teach 
multiple choirs. 


Every wide-awake church musician seeks just 
such an opportunity as this to make contacts with 
men and women like these. He wants and needs to 
widen his outlook, broaden his perspective, and 
revitalize his enthusiasm. This is his opportunity— 
a week of stimulating association with fellow-mu- 
sicians and kindred _ spirits, an enlargement of 
repertoire, a re-evaluation of techniques, and a 
clarification of purpose and objectives. 


Mrs. Walter Spivey, dean, and Mrs. Victor Clark, 
past-dean, of the Georgia Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists, are to be congratulated for 
leading their organiaztion to this project which 
means much to every church in the South. 


Austin Seminary 


One of the highlights of the spring program of 
Austin Seminary was the annual lecture series de- 
livered by Dr. George Summey, Professor Emeritus 
of Theology at Austin, Tex., and former moderator 
of the General Assembly. Dr. Summey, now near- 
ing ninety-five years of age, has been in the min- 
istry seventy-five years and is the oldest living min- 
ister in our General Assembly. He served as Presi- 
dent of Southwestern University at Memphis, 
Tenn., eleven years, and has been connected with 


GOWN S 


-Pulpit and Choir- 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 
Embroideries - Vestments 
Hangings - Communion 


CATALOG ON REQUEST 


CHURCH GOODS 
SUPPLY COMPANY 
821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 


Third Presbyterian Church in New Orleans, La., in 
a pastoral capacity for forty-nine years. He is now 
Pastor Emeritus. Still vigorous and lively, Dr. Sum- 
mey travels very much and preaches every week. 
He resides with his daughter, the widow of the 
late President Dinwiddie, of Tulane, in her New 
Orleans home. 3 


Fowle Elected Chairman Of 
Stewardship Committee 


Atlanta, Ga.—Dr. James L. Fowle, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga, Tenn., 
was elected chairman of the Committee on Stew- 
ardship of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States, to succeed Dr. 
J. R. McCain, Atlanta, when the committee met 
here last week. 7 


Doctor Fowle has been serving as vice-chairman, 
and he is chairman of the Program of Progress sub- 
committee. 


Dr. T. K. Young, pastor of Idlewild Presbyterian 
Church, Memphis, Tenn., was elected vice-chair- 
man, and the executive committee includes Doctor 
Fowle, Dr. A. W. Dick, Memphis; Kenneth S. 
Keyes, Miami, Fla.; Dr. J. R. McGregor, Montreat, 
N. C., and George B. Hoyt, Atlanta. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 
June 1948 
June 1: Closing days of General Assembly. 
June 6: Montreat Day. 
J ue 13: Synods’ and Presbyteries’ Home Missions 
ay. 

Synodical Training Schools or Adult Conferences 

to be held in eleven Synods (See list in April 


issue of this paper), also in June Presbyterian 
Women. 


Annual Christian Conferences of Negro Women held 


in eihgt Synods (See list in May issue of this 
paper), also in May Presbyterian Women. 


June 30: Opening session that evening of second 
— Youth Adult Conference, Mon- 
rea 
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Circle topic: ‘“The Pentateuch in Its Relation to the 
Bible as a Whole,” from Fitly Framed Together, 


Study III. 


Suggested Bible reading for June: Joshua, Judges, 
Ruth, I and II Samuel, I and II Kings. 


Church emphasis—Synod’s and Presbytery’s Home 
Missions. 


Auxiliary topic: “Maintaining a Christian Atmos- 
phere in the Home” in the book The Christian 


Home Today. 


East Mississippi Presbyterial 
Auxiliary Meeting 


The Woman’s Auxiliary of East Mississippi Pres- 
bytery held its 41st annual meeting in Ripley, 
Miss., April 22-23 with the president, Mrs. W. L. 
Holland, Amory, Miss., presiding. 3 


Planned around the caption, Thy Kingdom Come, 
high lights of the program were a series of inspira- 
tional addresses by Mrs. Ben Knox, Atlanta, Ga. 
Mr. J. E. Edens, Okolona, Miss., Chairman of the 
Program of Progress for Mississippi Synod, spoke 
on the progress which Presbyterians have made. 
Mrs. I. O. Alexander, Synodical president, brought 
much information in her talk on The Work Of The 


Kingdom. 


Although sessions were made up to some extent 
of routine business and reports of officers, a 
highly spiritual atmosphere permeated the entire 
meeting. The spirituality was enhanced by the ex- 
cellent Bible hour conducted by Miss Ruth Hill- 
house, student worker at M. S. C. W. The climax 
came with the Lord’s Supper, presided over by 
Rev. Chas. L. Smith, pastor of the Ripley church. 


A fitting memorial was presented by Miss 
Johnnie Walker and Mrs. Ed Brazington for the 
23 women who had passed away in 1947-48. Mrs. 
Mrs. B. K. Sessums, former Presbyterial Historian, 
was one of the number. 


It has become a custom in this Presbyterial to 
honor the Business Women with a banquet; this 
attracts many of the young women. Ripley did not 
spare time or money in making this banquet a 
lovely affair. Mrs. Billy Shanks served as toast 
master and Mrs. Ben Knox as guest speaker. 


Misses Bettie Jane Smith and Martha Anderson, 
and Mrs. Ernest Weatherly furnished special music 
during the two-day session. Mrs. Tal Braddock, 
local president, and her committees did everything 
possible to make the meeting a success, and it was 
a — feast of good things, both spiritual and 
social. 7 


S. & P. Secretaries Meet 


Following the plan instituted in the Synod of 
Tennessee by Dr. G. A. Wilson, the Home Mission 
Committee of the Presbytery of Dallas invited the 
S. & P. Secretaries of all local Auxiliaries to a 
conference in Dallas, Tex., on Thursday, May 6, 
1948. These folks came as the guests of the Home 


Mission Committee with the Sunset Presbyterian 


Church as the host church. The meeting convened 
at 10:00 A.M., luncheon was served at 12:30 P.M., 
and the meeting was adjourned at 2:00 P.M. 


The causes of Synod’s Home Missions was pre- 
sented by Rev. G. W. Crofoot, Synod’s Secretary 


PULPIT-CHOIR 


CONFIRMATION 
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DOCTORS > 
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Pulpit Hangings — Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers — Communion 
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Marking 111 
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COx SONS & VINING, lac. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


for the Latin-American work. Presbytery’s Home 
Missions was presented in three phrases: 


1. Sustentation Work, by Rev. Paul F. Bobb, 
Pastor of Sunset Church. 


2. The Extension Work, including the activities 
of the Presbyterian Extension Committee of Dallas 
and the Chapel Program for the Presbytery was 
hap by Rev. Thos. W. Currie, of the Oakcliff 

urch. 


3. Missionary Activities, centering in the Latin- 
American Work in the City of Dallas, by Rev. 
G. M. Armendariz, Pastor of the Church of the 
Divine Saviour. 


The conference was concluded with a discussion 
of the question, ‘“‘What Can S. & P. Secretaries 
Do?” led by Mrs. J. R. Sheppard, Presbyterial 
President, and Rev. Cecil H. Lang, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Presbytery. 


A CONCERT OF PRA 


At the time of this writing, we are hearing one 
word with frightening repetition; it is the word— 
mobilization. Mobilization of man-power for the 
Army and Navy; moblization of industry; mobili- 
zation for war. | 


Christians should realize the tremendous spiritual 
forces that are available through two or three 
praying together. Our Saviour taught this clearly 
when He said, “For where two or three are gath- 
ered together in My name there am I in the midst.” 
And, “That if two of you agree as touching any- 
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done...” We 
cr multiply the two or three into many thou- 
sands. 


The stupendous overwhelming need at this mo- 
ment is mobilization of the Christian forces in a 
great mighty concert of prayer. Our Lord Himself 
tells us there is no limit to the power of prayer; 
ask anything and it shall be done. We can pray 
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with the same certainty with which the scientist 
uses his forces. But—do we? 


The North Avenue Church News (Atlanta) 
said in a recent bulletin, “This is Christ’s world. 
He made it and He keeps it going. He died for it 
and lives for it... No man or woman or nation 
ever fell except because of inner weakness and sin 
. . - The cause of our troubles lie in our relation- 
ship to God and not in our relation to Russia or to 
any other nation ... Our political and economic 
situation can be changed only by men and women 
on their knees.”’ 


This world cannot be saved around peace tables, 
but it can be saved by the Gospel of Jesus in 
action, through prayer. 


In 1787, infant America had won its freedom. 
The leaders met and could not agree. Benjamin 
Franklin called them to a concert of prayer. They 
went home and prayed. On August 6th, they wrote 
the Constitution of the U.S. of America. No bomb 
could have made those delegates change; only 
united prayer could do that. 


Almighty God is on His throne; make no mistake 
about it. Even the atomic bomb, a product of man’s 
feeble brain, is but a gadget in His sight. Men 
and women united in prayer on their knees can 
summon more Power than the atomic bomb. 


A concert of prayer is the greatest Power on this 
earth; it is with us at this time of world crisis, to be 
used for the asking. God answers prayer; His will, 
not ours, will be done; He never fails us. We have 
the sure promises of Jesus Christ, His Son and our 


Saviour. 
Mrs. Ernest J. Thacker, 
Norfolk, Virginia. 


Why Bibles For Japan Now? 


From the American Bible Society word comes 
that answers so clearly the question, ‘‘Why Bibles 
for Japan Now?” The following excerpts are taken 
from the April, 1948 issue of Bible Society Record: 


“The Bible, in which there was only a casual 
interest outside the small Christian community in 
Japan before the war, has now become one of the 
ten most popular books in that country. General 
MacArthur says that the demand is insatiable and 
earnestly requests that, until Japan can undertake 
her own full-scale publishing program again, the 
Bible Society must increase its already unprecedent- 
ed distribution in Japan. 


“Rev. Paul S. Mayer writes on January 8, 1948: 
‘We had a wonderful Christmas in Japan this year. 
Many hundreds were baptized. One of the great 
dailies made a study of the ten best sellers in 
Japan. The Bible ranks ninth, which is quite a re- 
markable record for this land.’ 


“Dr. Herrick D. Young, Secretary of the Foreign 
Missions Board of the Presbyterian Church, U. 
S. A., on his return from Japan reported to the 
Board of Managers of the American Bible Society 
that he seldom entered either a street car or a 
railway coach in Japan that he did not see in some- 
one’s hands one to the easily recognized copies of 
the New Testament which the Society had sent in 
such great numbers since V-J Day. 


“A beautiful little edition of the Sermon on the 
Mount in large Japanese characters has just come 
from the press, and the books are on their way 
across the Pacific. Copies of the first edition of 
150,000 Japanese Bibles, each weighing almost 
three pounds, are beginning to arrive at the 
Bible House in Tokyo in lots of about 20,000 copies. 
Mr. Tanaka, the Secretary there, is receiving them 
with great joy. The Japan Bible Society has re- 
quested 150,000 more of these large Bibles and 
500,000 more New Testaments, to be printed in 
the United States. Besides all this the Society has 
ordered 35 tons of paper for printing Japanese and 
English parallel-column Testaments, which are very 
popular in Japan. The plates are in Tokyo. It is 
estimated that the paper order will be enough to 
make about 60,000 of these books. And all this 
is in addition to the almost a million and a half 
Japanese Testaments sent to Japan last year. There 
never was so great a demand for the Scriptures by 
a major non-Christian people before in the history 
of our faith.” 


The Objectives And Plans Of 
Assembly’s Sunday School 
Superintendents 


The great progress of our Presbyterian Sunday 
Schools last year, both in enrollment and effici- 
ency, has been most encouraging. Perhaps few of 
our people know that our Sunday School enroll- 
ment is at the highest peak in its history. We are 
sincerely grateful for what has been accom- 


plished but much is to be done. More than twenty- 


five million American children did not go to 
Sunday School last year. 


Since more than eighty per cent of the church 
membership comes out of Sunday School classes, 
where the Bible is the text book and evangelism 


is the aim, the church school is the life-line of the © 


church. Every pulpit in our General Assembly 
should devote at least one service to it during the 
year. 


The Assemble-wide organization of Sunday 
School superintendents, which is only ten years 
old, is one of the most active and effective branches 
of the church work. Its objective is to promote the 
whole program of the church, with special em- 
phasis upon Sunday School administration. Con- 
ferences are held in each Presbytery and Synod, 
each of which stresses the importance of attend- 
ing the Montreat conference. All of these are 
planned to be of greatest benefit to superinten- 
dents and workers. Every Sunday School repre- 
sented at these conferences last year showed a 
marked improvement. ; 


Leadership courses are provided to train teach- 
ers and workers. Outpost Sunday Schools are 
urged and encouraged, and extension workers are 
provided to help with the survey and assist in 
organizing the outpost. The John Knox record sys- 
tem, a complete Sunday School record system for 
large and small schools, has just been introduced 
and recommended for all schools. A Sunday School 
Standard is being worked out whereby certain 
requirements must be met in order to be a “Stand- 
ard”’ school. 


The “Program of Progress” was launched in the 


Sunday Schools. The superintendents were happy 
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_ The fulness of heaven is Jesus Himself. 
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to have a part in this great movement to ex- 
pand every field of church service. To the Sunday 
School this huge financial undertaking would be 
unsuccessful without a more consecrated and de- 
voted effort to reach the unreached with the Gos- 
pel. The Sunday School enlargement plan for 
1948 seeks to reach an average attendance of 
eighty per cent of those now on the rolls by 
Rally Day, with an increase in enrollment of ten 
per cent each year during the Program of 
Progress. The Sunday School must meet the chal- 


lenge. 


WHAT IS TRUTH? 
By Roy T. Reed - Elder 


Weaverville Presbyterian Church 


Weaverville, N. C. 


“What is Truth?” the haughty Roman Pilate said. 

And little dreamed the answer stood before him 
‘there with bowed head— 

The answer that his blinded eyes didst fail to see. 

The answer through the ages men have sought, 
and failed, as we, 

To grasp, the Truth that is of all other truths 
the sum— 

That Christ, the Eternal Son of God, to earth is 
come. | 


Wings For The Soul 
JESUS ALONE 
“Jesus Only” 


The employment of heaven is the service of Jesus. 
The harmony of heaven is the praise of Jesus. 

The melody of heaven is the name of Jesus. 

The joy of heaven is the presence of Jesus. | 

The theme of heaven is the work of Jesus. 

The way to heaven is the blood of Jesus. 

The light of heaven is the face of Jesus. 


—Selected. 


1898 - 1948 
IN APPRECIATION AND MEMORY OF 


Dr. RICHARD ORME FLINN 


Pastor And Pastor Emeritus | 
North Avenue Presbyterian Church 
Atlanta . Georgia 


About 1898 a few young Christians felt the need 
of a church in North Atlanta, as all churches at 
that time were down town. The church organized 
with 116 members, selected the corner of North 
Avenue and Peachtree Street, chose the name of 
North Avenue Presbyterian Church, and called 
Richard Orme Flinn as pastor. The membership 
used a small Methodist Mission on Merritts Avenue 
for services on Sunday afternoon until our present 
Prayer Meeting Room was erected. 


Under Dr. Flinn’s prayerful and efficient lead- 
ership, our present auditorium was completed. 
While yet a young minister, Dr. Flinn married 
Annie Emery who was always to him a devoted 


TWO 
ADDRESSES 


for PRESBYTERIANS 


everywhere 


8 North Sixth St. 
Richmond 9, Va. 


1814 Main Street 
Dallas 1, Tex. 


For our entire denomination ... it 
is significant that the above ad- 
dresses stand for Book Head- 
quarters! Use these addresses... 
they are your bookstores! Always 
order from the store nearest you 


for prompt service. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


AND PUBLICATION 


Edward D. Grant, Exec. Secy. 
Richmond 9, Va. 
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